Student Spotlight
By Angelyca Plaza
Have you ever thought of ways to improve our school?
Although I love our school community, there are some ways to make it even better.
I reached out to some students in grades four through six to ﬁnd out what they thought.
Here are some of their innovative and intelligent suggestions:

Question 1 :
If you had a magic wand and could change anything about, or add something to our school, what
would it be?
Mariana Aracena - 6A - “I would let students create their own after-school clubs.”
Kazuma Clarke - 6B - “I would add more outdoor benches and ﬁelds so everyone can be happy.”
Julianne Ciceron - 6A - “It would be good to have an option if you want to go outside or not during
recess. It may be too hot or too cold for some people. Also, some people may just want to stay
inside.”
Randy Orellana - 6B - “I would improve our water fountains because some of them don’t work and
it would make the water safer.”
Jordan Murray - 5A - “I would add a cafeteria and not a gym-as-a-cafeteria. I would also use letters
or percentages as a grading system for younger grades.”

Question 2 :
If you were the principal, what would be the ﬁrst thing you would do?
Sienna Robinson - 6A - “If I were the principal, I would add more chances to get NUT cards.”
Abrielle Remy - 6B - “I would add a butterﬂy garden, lower the vending machine prices, and add
more swings, and more fun stuff to the blacktop areas.”
Juliet Vincent - 5A - “I would ﬁrst give everyone who works here a raise. Next, I would upgrade the
water fountains. Then I would put in an elevator so that disabled people could come here.”

Question 3 :
What are some of your favorite things about the teachers in our school?
Zoe Schmocker - 6A - “I love how they are all different; like how some are more strict and some can
be more fun. That makes every class different.”
Mariana Aracena - 6A - “I love how each teacher has their own unique humor and personality.”
Ayalie St.Hillien - 4A - “My favorite thing about the teachers is they can be funny and can make
classwork fun.”

Question 4 :
If you had the power to hire anyone to be your teacher, who would you choose? Why?
Akamjot Walia - 6A - “I would hire Mary Poppins because she would be a really fun and amazing
teacher.”
Vanessa Garcia - 6B - “If I had the power to hire anyone to be my teacher it would be Bill Nye.
I would hire him because he knows how to teach in a fun and creative way.”
Timothy Jeon - 4A - “Well, I have a teacher who I already like, but I would like to see Ms. Zerbo
come back.”

MEET
MS. SWAIN!
By Ella Sasso and Marina Montjoy

Everybody FREEZE! Come and
meet the new second grade
teacher, Ms. Swain! She has joined
our school family during a big
milestone in her career because
this is actually her twenty-ﬁfth
year of teaching! Before coming
here, she taught at Our Lady of
Providence, a Catholic school in
Central Islip. Unfortunately, she
had to say goodbye when the
school closed its doors for good
last June.
In all, Ms. Swain has taught
second, third, and fourth grades.
She says that it's important to not
take yourself so seriously, and that
you should laugh and have fun
while learning and teaching. This
year, Ms. Swain wants nothing
more than to help her students
succeed. She does this by ﬁrst
ensuring that they feel safe in her
classroom especially during the
pandemic. In addition, she works
hard to help her students become
better readers and writers because
in her opinion, “ELA is in every
subject!” She looks forward to
helping each and every child in her
class to excel academically.
So far, Ms Swain thinks that
our school is a very friendly and
faith-ﬁlled community. She really
likes how connected all the
children seem with each other. She
is also grateful for every person on
the kind-hearted staﬀ who has
helped her ﬁnd her way in a new
school.

HOW MUSIC AFFECTS STUDENTS
By Gabriella Hernandez
Some

people may wonder, “Why is music
important to middle school students?” Others may ask,
“Is it a good idea to let kids listen to music during class?”
This student-reporter decided to ﬁnd some answers.
When asked if our middle school students are
allowed to listen to music during class, seventh grader
Ella Sasso said, "Sometimes, teachers let us listen to our
music during assignments because it helps some of us to
concentrate. Some also use music to help us understand
the topic for certain lessons. For example, Mrs.
Finkelstein sang us a song to help us remember the steps
needed to solve math problems. Our Spanish teacher,
Mrs. Marchica, also plays songs from other countries to
build our understanding of different cultures."
Later, when sixth grader Marely Tolentino was
asked why music is important to her, she responded, “I
highly enjoy listening to the soothing sounds of my
favorite artists especially K-pop. It motivates me to do
my daily tasks and helps me relax when I'm frustrated
doing school work.” Eighth grader Madison Frooks
summed it up the best when she said, “Music is very
beneﬁcial. It relieves a lot of my stress and makes me feel
good about myself, inside and out. Music also affects me
emotionally and physically because it makes me want to
dance but it can also make me think deeply about life”.
Music has been around forever. Even the ancient
Greek thinker, Pythagoras, studied how different tones
of the early harp and other instruments affected people.
This reporter learned that music is still an important
part of life and learning even in our middle school.

BREEDERS, ADOPTION OR PET STORES?
By Eden Dopwell

Have you ever wanted a pet? If so, you may have looked into breeders, adoption centers,
or pet stores. However, many people don’t do the necessary research before bringing an
animal home. It’s a huge responsibility to ensure your future pet comes from a safe
environment where their early critical needs were met. This article can help inform animal
lovers about the different ways to acquire pets.
Buying from a breeder is one option, but it can be expensive since they often sell
purebred or designer pets. An ethical breeder will provide good early living conditions. Most are
committed to humane breeding standards. Unfortunately, some treat their animals like profit
machines. They are the ones to avoid. To find a reputable breeder, ask your veterinarian or
friends for recommendations and read online reviews carefully.
Adoption is a more inexpensive option and it’s a great way to help animals in need.
Adoption gives neglected animals a second chance at happiness. It can save those abused or
abandoned by owners who did not know how to take care of them. Maybe they were rescued
from an over-breeding situation. However, not all animals in shelters had bad pasts. In fact,
some may have been unselfishly surrendered by loving owners no longer able to care for
them. It means the world for their pet to find a new forever home. Those not ready to adopt
can volunteer to foster an animal temporarily. Wouldn’t it be great to let an animal feel love
again or to feel safe for the very first time?
Pet stores are often the most appealing way to get a pet because it can be hard to
resist the adorable puppies, kittens or fish on display. Sadly, this can lead to impulse buying
without any real preparation. For example, buyers may not know much about the breed or
where the cute little animal came from. There have been cases where small pet shops and big
pet chains used unethical breeders or even puppy mills that caused pets to have behavioral or
health issues. Expensive veterinary care might make frustrated owners give up a pet to
adoption centers which might not always have room for new animals. This could lead to
euthanization. There are even tragic stories of young pets from places like this that have died
shortly after coming home. Of course, not every pet store purchase leads to a sad ending, but
impulse buying isn’t recommended.
In conclusion, research is the best thing to do if you are serious about adding a pet to
your family. First, it’s important to research the breed that is best for your living situation.
Basically, it is always better to decide you are not ready for a pet than to get one without the
proper knowledge and preparation. In my opinion, pet stores are not for me. When I am old
enough, I look forward to starting a happy and healthy relationship with a pet by visiting
some of the animal rescue centers on Long Island in the list below.

Forgotten Friends of Long Island Animal Rescue, Last Hope, Inc. Animal Rescue &
Rehabilitation, Long Island Parrot Society, Little Shelter Animal Rescue & Adoption Center,
Oyster Bay Animal Shelter, Town of Hempstead Animal Shelter, Bobbi and the Strays,
Glen Cove Animal Rescue, North Shore Animal League, Bianca's Furry Friends Feline
Adoption Center, Glen Cove Animal Shelter, Nassau County SPCA.

Mars Exploration and Habitation
By Daniel Montalvan and Aayden Stevens

What if humans could live on a diﬀerent planet in our solar system? Of the eight
planets in our solar system, Mars is the best choice for humans. Known as the Red
Planet, Mars is the fourth planet from the sun and it is similar to Earth in one very
important way. For example, scientists know that Mars once had water, and today it still
has a small amount of water molecules in its atmosphere. For humanity to survive on
Mars, water is essential.
People have been fantasizing about space exploration for thousands of years. Since
1997, there have been a total of ﬁve NASA Rovers on Mars. Rovers are robotic vehicles
that travel around the planet to gather important data which is then sent back to NASA to
study. The ﬁrst Rover was called Sojourner. The most recent Rover called Perseverance
landed on Mars in February of 2021. Perseverance is currently gathering even more
data about the Red Planet's atmosphere, terrain and water content so humans can safely
travel there some day in the future.
Billionaires like Elon Musk and Jeﬀ Bezos want to travel to Mars as soon as 2025!
Musk, the CEO of SpaceX, has already launched his own private missions. Bezos, founder
of Amazon, has actually been to space several times with ordinary people as
passengers! It's an amazing idea to visit Mars and space in general because people and
scientists will be able to learn more about the mysterious Red Planet and they might even
ﬁnd some life on Mars. Who knows, maybe someday you will be vacationing on Mars.

If you are curious about Mars
and space travel, check out these books
and many others in our school library.

THE PROS AND CONS OF

By Eliana Lyons and Riley McLeod

Have you ever wondered how Tiktok could be so positive and so negative at the same
time? Originally called Musical.ly, it became Tiktok in 2018. It was created by Zhu Yiming and Alex
Yang as a way for users to share short videos about different subjects. Most people like to spread
creativity, love, and positivity. Unfortunately, others use the app to spread negativity. This article
will explore the pros and cons of Tiktok.
Although it is actually recommended for users thirteen and older, younger people can still
use TikTok. In fact, some adults post videos of their children’s talents. Getting started on Tiktok is
easy! All a person has to do is download the app and make an account. Afterward, sounds can be
added to videos. Upgrades like that are totally free. The best thing about TikTok is people can
share the positive parts of their lives with others. Some like to share cooking tips and recipes.
Others share unique dance moves, how to make art, or their fashion style. People also give good
advice and encourage others. It is an app that can make users feel less alone and it is a way to
build a group of friends with the same interests.
TikTok has negative parts too. One of them is cyberbullying. It can be done by people
leaving really unkind and inappropriate comments under videos. It can even include people
posting harmful videos that make fun of or shame others. This just leads to more ugly comments
and more bullying. Another negative part of Tiktok are the many challenges that dare kids to do
things that can be extremely dangerous or harmful to themselves or others. It can happen
anywhere, even at our school.
We both have strong opinions about Tiktok. I, Riley, really enjoy it. Tiktok lets me feel
comfortable sharing my dancing talent with others. If I don't want to share something, then I
don't. This helps me to make good choices. I deal with bullies by saying something like, "If you
don't have anything nice to say, then don't say anything at all." The best way for me to deal with
bullies is to just ignore them or delete them. Even though I'm not thirteen yet, my mom is aware
that I use Tik Tok and we even follow each other. I show her everything before I post it to make
sure it is okay with her first. She even does the mom-thing which means she shares my videos
on her social media too. She's really supportive of my dancing which I've been doing my whole life.
In my opinion, Tiktok is a good way for people to share positive and relatable content. It's really
too bad there are some who abuse it.
I, Eliana, also like to express myself by dancing and sharing funny videos on Tiktok. I
especially like to see other people’s videos on my FYP, or For You Page which is personalized for
each user with specific videos they might enjoy. Sometimes I even get inspired to try new dance
moves I see on my FYP. This motivates me to keep challenging myself and improving my skills. I
currently have over 4.5 million views on my second account! I don't tolerate bullies and I
immediately delete any negative comments. In my opinion, as long as parents know what is
being posted, TikTok can be a great experience.

Hair = Self-Expression
By Sarah Hidalgo and Mia Seaman

Everyone has their own style whether from clothes, shoes, accessories, or hair. Fashion
and hairstyles let people express their individual personalities. Expressing yourself through
hairstyles is important because it lets the world know who you are as a person.
One of the most iconic hairstyles for African-Americans is the afro. The unique and
amazing afro looks somewhat like a perfect circle. This beautiful hairstyle became popular in the
1960s as part of a movement by African-American women. There are lots of videos on YouTube
explaining the history of the afro and how it was a way to reject the trend of straightening hair.
Today, the afro still celebrates the natural beauty of African-American hair and it is as popular as
ever.
Another popular hairstyle now is curtain bangs. That is when hair is parted in the middle
so it hangs loosely around a person’s face. The puff is also a current trend. It is when hair is
gathered together creating a big and pretty ﬂuff. Box braids began in ancient Africa, but they are
still popular too. They are made when hair is parted and divided into small sections. Each section
is then pulled and braided. Today, African-Americans feel only they should wear box braids.
Another popular trend is color framing which is when a person takes two strands of their front
hair and dyes them a color that is different from the rest of the hair. How do you like to wear
your hair?

Music
Time
Machine!
By Jaslyn Garcia
and Leilah Perez

The hottest songs
in history have
nostalgic appeal.
From Katy Perry to
Lady Gaga, some
artists have older
hits that bring
back
wonderful
memories. If you
can
remember
these songs, or if
you are hearing
about them for the
ﬁrst time, please
enjoy our list of the
top ten songs from
the early 2000s!

YEAR

SONG

ARTIST

REASON IT’S ON OUR LIST

2009

Bad
Romance

Lady
Gaga

This iconic hit remains so popular because
the fun and upbeat tune never gets old!

2009

Tik Tok

Ke$ha

This song is an example of the catchy
electronic/synth pop style from 2000 - 2013.

2008

Poker
Face

Lady
Gaga

This pop hit’s catchy lyrics have
been stuck in some people’s heads since 2008!

2008

Hot
N Cold

Katy
Perry

This song about the rollercoaster emotions of
ending a relationship is relatable for people
young and old.

2007

Umbrella

Rihanna

This iconic hit has easy lyrics
and is fun to sing alone or with friends.

2005

Lose
Control

Missy
Elliot

This classic hip-hop/rap song has a fun beat.
The distinct melody transports listeners
to the past!

2005

Hips Don’t
Lie

Shakira

This song’s fun lyrics and danceable melody
make it a favorite at the club even now.

2003

Hey Ya!

Outkast

This song’s fun melody and upbeat message
still gets everyone dancing and singing!

2001

19-2000

Gorillaz

This song’s interesting synth sound makes it an
unforgettable classic currently popular on
Tiktok.

2000

Yellow

Coldplay

Whether hearing it for the hundredth time since
2000 or for the ﬁrst time on Tiktok,
everyone can relate to this emotional song

Give K-Pop a Try
By Melissa Tolentino

If you like music with a good beat, you should try K-pop. What is K-pop? It’s a musical style from
South Korea with catchy melodies and stylish videos. It was already popular in South Korea in the early
2000s, but it spread to America in 2012. Now, girls, boys and even adults all over the world like K-pop!
What makes K-pop so popular? It is so popular mainly because of the catchy dance melodies. One
of the ﬁrst K-pop songs released in America was Sistar's So Cool which went to the top of the charts in
2011. Some favorite K-pop performers now are Stray Kids, Together X Tomorrow and Blackpink. The king
of K-pop, however, is BTS. They are the group with the largest and most powerful fandom known as BTS
Army. They are a powerful and organized fan group. They are so devoted and will join together when they
think K-pop is being disrespected.
In my opinion, K-pop has lots of fun and creative songs. I like that they don't have curse words and
I like to see the talent and fashion style of these performers in their videos. I am a fan of K-pop because
it lets me be creative and I even listen to K-pop when I do my homework because it helps me relax and
focus. I think that this music will be around for a long time because so many people love it!

WHO WILL BE THE NEXT IRON MAN?
By Samantha Wiegand

All Marvel fans have been asking themselves, “Who will be the next Iron Man?” If you
don’t know who this superhero is, he is one of the many characters created by Stan Lee. He
was ﬁrst introduced in the 1963 comic book Tales of Suspense no. 39. Like many Marvel
heroes, he was not born with superpowers. Instead, genius inventor Tony Stark transforms
into Iron Man each time he puts on a special suit. Over the course of Inﬁnity Saga, the
collection of most Avengers movies, Tony Stark steadily improves his suit while also
becoming a more caring and loving person.
The ﬁrst version of the Iron Man suit was made when Stark was kidnapped and forced to
make a weapon for America’s enemy. However, he secretly used the materials given to him to
make a suit to help him escape. He later named this the Iron Man suit. During his captivity,
Stark saw that the weapons he’d created and sold were actually being used against the US
military. Once safely back home, he started to make a more advanced suit that he kept hidden
from his company’s partner. As the movie franchise progressed, details about Tony’s past
were revealed. While at ﬁrst a sarcastic, cold genius; he evolves into a compassionate man
who eventually marries and has a daughter named Morgan with Pepper Potts.
Before Spider-Man Far From Home came out in 2019, many Marvel fans were speculating
whether Peter Parker would take over as Iron Man. Parker and Stark had worked closely
together and had a father-son relationship. Sadly, Spider-Man Far From Home revealed Peter
will not be the one to wear Stark’s suit. In the movie, fans could see Parker crumbling under
pressure saying he could never be like Iron Man. Tony’s close friend and bodyguard even told
Peter, “You’re not Iron Man. You’re never going to be Iron Man. Nobody could live up to Tony.
Not even Tony.” At that moment, fans believed Iron Man wouldn’t come back in any way,
shape, or form. That was until a new theory came out….
Currently, some fans believe Morgan Stark will be the next Iron Man because she is a
direct descendant of Tony Stark. She was also seen in Avengers: Endgame as a child holding
the hand of the Iron Man suit and wearing its helmet. In a deleted scene from the same movie,
a teenage Morgan talks to her father in the Soul Stone after his death. This was a good theory,
however, while this article was being written, Marvel posted that Iron Man’s successor will be
a character called Riri Williams. The actress Dominique Thorne
will play this new character in the upcoming movie
Black Panther: Wakanda Forever. Although the
announcement clariﬁed who will be the next Iron Man,
little else is known about Riri Williams. In fact, it is unclear
what superhero title she will receive. Fans will have to
wait until Wakanda Forever is released to ﬁnd out more
about this exciting plot twist.

CLASSIC
STORIES
for
TODAY
By
Hannah
Contreras

Have you ever wondered why some stories become classics? Could it be that their themes
and ideas are timeless? Classic literature can teach readers lessons that never get old.
The Picture of Dorian Gray was written by Oscar Wilde. It was first published in 1890
by Lippincott's Monthly Magazine. Wilde’s story deals with insecurity and vanity which aren't
new issues and many people today can relate to them. In the story, Dorian Gray is a handsome
man who wishes he could stay young forever. Instead, his painted portrait mysteriously shows
him age as his anger and jealousy lead to his downfall. This classic is still read today because of
the clever way it reveals the things in life that are truly ugly.
Little Women by Louisa May Alcott is another classic. It was published in two volumes
by Robert Brothers. The first volume was published in 1868 and the second was published in
1869. Little Women takes place in Massachusetts during the Civil War. It tells the story of the
four March sisters as they experience love and loss without ever losing hope. This positive
message is clear in this conversation between Amy and Beth, and it is still important today:
''I don't think it's fair for some girls to have plenty of pretty things,
and other girls nothing at all," added little Amy, with an injured sniff.
“We've got Father and Mother, and each other," said Beth contentedly
from her corner.
Classic literature is all around us! Books like the ones mentioned in this article are just a
few of the treasured books still available for readers to enjoy today! Other classic
recommendations include Pride and Prejudice, Jane Eyre, The Secret Garden and so many
more. These books are available in most local libraries and from online stores!

If, Then, Because

Have you ever loved a book? Here are some

By Olivia Nunez

suggestions for bibliophiles looking for a new favorite:

GRADE
LEVELS

IF YOU
LIKED...

...THEN
READ..

K-1

The True
Story of the
3 Little Pigs

2-3

Magic
Tree House

A to Z
Mysteries

These books have more similarities than you think. Both feature brave kids
going on adventures. A to Z Mysteries are about amateur kid detectives who
solve mysteries in the order of the alphabet. Magic Tree House features two
kids who fearlessly travel into the past using their magical treehouse.

4-5

Wonder

Fish
in a Tree

Wonder is about a boy being bullied for his differences. Fish in a Tree is
about a girl who dislikes school because of her learning disabilities. These
sad, sweet and hopeful stories are both excellent reads about acceptance.

6-8

Front Desk

The Turtle
of Oman

In Front Desk, a Chinese-American girl experiences the poor treatment of
immigrants like herself. The Turtle of Oman is about an Arabic boy who
doesn't want to move to America. He loves turtles so much because they can
carry their homes with them.

9 - 12

Trapped

After
the Snow

Trapped follows high school students and a teacher stuck together during a
severe snow storm. After the Snow takes place in the new ice-age created by
global warming. These young adult novels with winter themes may be great
Christmas vacation reads.

...BECAUSE...

Where the Both these loveable picture books feature non-human characters. The True
Wild Things Story of the Three Little Pigs is a more modern twist on a fairy tale. Where
Are
the Wild Things Are is a heartwarming tale of imagination.

XBOX
Series X

If you like video games, then this article is for you! The original XBOX was made

in November 2001. Seamus Blackley invented the first one, and he is still working on
improving them today. The XBOX has remained so popular because of the huge variety
of games that can be played on it as well as the console’s impressive updates and
unique special features. Its competition with another game console, PlayStation,
By Mickael
inspires these amazing innovations. Although the most recent version was released
last November, the XBOX Series X still dominates anything produced by its rival. Read
Williams
on to find out just what makes the Series X so special.
One reason gamers are so passionate about the XBOX Series X is because they can now get 120 FPS on
certain games with a 144Hz monitor. This is a huge improvement from the 60FPS cap on the former console! There
is also 4K resolution now available for games like Fortnite, Splitgate, Apex Legends, and many others. In addition, a
new feature allows all games to run more smoothly. A newly designed D-Pad makes it easier to press which
improves the speed of gaming. The triggers, left and right sticks, and D-Pad also have more grip so that players’
fingers don't slip off. Furthermore, the controller design has changed from previous versions with a new button
feature that lets players capture clips from games. It also uses a USB-C cable instead of a USB Micro-B.
Compared to the 500 GB cap on the previous XBOX One, the Series X has 800 GB of storage which allows
users to download so many more games than before. Gamers can still play older favorites on the XBOX Series X
such as Fortnite, Apex Legends, Halo, Minecraft, GTA, Rocket League, Overwatch and many more! Currently, there
have been 7 million XBOX Series X systems sold around the world.
The only negative part of the Series X is the cost. It currently costs about $500. However, it is possible to get the
base version known as the Series S for about $300. In my opinion, the XBOX Series X is very much worth the cost
for all the reasons explained in the article. I would recommend it and I think It would make a great Christmas gift!

NINTENDO
By Roberto Aracena

It’s been said that inside every adult is the heart of a child. “However, we just
gradually convince ourselves that we have to act more like adults,” Shigeru Miyamoto
once commented. He’s one of the people responsible for making Nintendo Entertainment
Systems a worldwide sensation. Thanks to him and his partners, adults and kids from all
over the world love video games.
Nintendo Entertainment Systems, or NES, can be traced back to imperial Japan. In
1889, Fusajiro Yamauchi created a simple card game known as Hanafuda. The handmade
cards became so popular, Yamauchi’s small company had to hire more workers to keep up
with customer demands. In 1933, his company joined with another business and became
Yamauchi Nintendo Company. It is said that Nintendo means the luck of heaven.
By 1963, Hanafuda was coming to an end, since playing cards were not as popular
anymore. In 1966, the company invented its ﬁrst electronic toy called the Ultra Hand. In
the early 1970s, Nintendo saw Atari’s Pong become very successful. This inspired Nintendo
to make their own video game called Donkey Kong. When Atari released the game E.T.,
considered the the worst game known to man, NES stepped in to take over the video
game universe with new and innovative games and consoles.
It’s hard to believe that a company started over one hundred years ago still
dominates today. In fact, NES is worth an estimated 95 billion dollars! Adults and kids
alike love their products and playing their games! The rest, as they say, is history.

ROBLOX IS FREE, OR IS IT?
By Anthony Comayagua and Luke Lazo

Roblox is an online website where people can play games or make them. Erik Cassel and David Baszucki
created Roblox in 2004 when it was first called Dynablocks. Since then, it has grown into a big online community.
Anyone ages ten and up can join, but kids much younger still play it if they have a parent’s permission. Today,
Roblox is so popular it has a playerbase of about 2 billion people worldwide and 202 million active users every
month! While Roblox is free to download, players can spend actual money to purchase in-game currency called
Robux. This can lead to overspending.
One good thing about Roblox is it has a friends list which makes it easy to play with others on the platform.
By using this list, gamers can play with real-life friends as well as make new ones. Likewise, your Roblox friends are
able to see what you’re playing and they can join in on one of your games! Another good thing about Roblox is that
there are about 100 million games to choose from so it is definitely not possible to get bored. One more good thing
about Roblox is the platform hosts different events where users can get free items and other prizes.
Some people think Roblox has way more cons than pros. One problem is Roblox doesn’t have a game filter
anymore. That means it can be harder for players to find the games they enjoy. It used to show all the different
types of games from roleplaying games to building games, but now it's gone. Also, Roblox’s moderation is terrible
and makes many mistakes. As a result, players can get banned for saying common things to each other like GG
which is short for Good Game. One of us even got a warning from moderation simply for saying OK. Users also have
to be careful not to spend too much money when buying Robux. For example, 71,000 Robux costs about $248! That’s
a lot of money! The worst thing about Roblox can be the other players who try to spoil the fun for everyone.
Some people think Roblox is just a silly game for kids, but some people think it's the future of gaming. While
Roblox started as a good idea, it has gotten worse over the years as more toxic players and hackers joined. Roblox
even removed some features that made the game better! Roblox was great, but eventually small problems grew to
big problems. No platform is perfect, but we hope Roblox can fix these problems.

ROBLOX
vs. MINECRAFT
By Joshley Jean Mary

It’s time to ﬁnally end the war over Roblox and Minecraft.
Both have millions of fans, but which will you
declare as your winner?
Use this chart to help you decide..

Roblox

Minecraft

Platforms

Android, iPhone 4+, Amazon Fire OS

Xbox 1, Windows 10, Nintendo iOs

Ages

Intended for players ages seven and up.

Intended for players ages ten and up.

Cost

Free

$1.99 to start, and no monthly fees

Pros

Players can make money by making games.

It has more creative freedom with mods.

Cons

Scammers, hackers and dishonest players
are a problem.

Cyberbullying can be a problem, but
unfortunately it can happen everywhere online.

Opinion

It’s a good platform for making friends, but
some users should be avoided. Also, some of
the games are copies of original games.

It’s a good platform with creative action games
and problem solving opportunities.

Top Five Video Games for Christmas
By Anthony Frodella and Justin Torres
Do you like to play video games where you can do cool tricks and learn
fun facts at the same time? If so, then check out this list of cool games for Christmas…
GAMES

PLATFORMS

SUMMARY

AGES

FIFA 22

PS4, PS5,
Xbox One,
Series X and S

The animation is so good it is almost
life-like. Gamers can create an avatar who
is a professional soccer player.

It’s good for soccer
fans of any age.

SPLATOON
3

Nintendo
Switch, Wii U

The story is really good and the
customization has a variety of things for
your character.

This game is
suitable for all ages.

SHREDDERS

Xbox X and S

This game has good graphics and
it's good for single players.

The age for
Shredders is five and up.

TMNT:

REVENGE

Nintendo
Switch,
Microsoft

This multiplayer game lets people from
different locations play together. It also has
old-school vibes that bring back good
memories for older players.

Shredder’s Revenge is
good for ages six and up.

ADVANCE
WARS

Nintendo
Switch

Players can choose content
based on grade levels.

The age for this game
can be any age older
than seven.

SHREDDER'S

WHAT ARE YOU WATCHING?
By Jonathan Joseph
Have you ever heard of Netﬂix, Disney+, Hulu, or Amazon Prime? They are platforms where you can watch
different programs. Here are some great shows to watch with families and friends this holiday season:
SHOW NAME

PLOT SUMMARY

WHY IT’S A GOOD FAMILY SHOW

LUCA

Luca lives in the sea. If he leaves, he can
never get wet again or he will be
captured!

Families can watch together because it has
lots of laughs. It also reminds us we’re all the
same on the inside where it really matters.

Barney is an awkward kid who gets a
robot named Ron. Soon, Ron starts
getting Barney into a lot of trouble.

It's very good to watch as a family
because everyone can relate
to not ﬁtting in at times like Barney.

It’s about a thirteen-year old girl whose
mom spies on her at school. This makes
the girl so angry she eventually turns
into a big red panda!

This is a very good family movie because it is
funny and it will make everyone laugh.

Everyone in Mirabel’s family has magical
powers. Everyone, that is, except for
Mirabel! As years pass, she decides to
ﬁnd out why.

Encanto is a very nice movie about loving
someone even though they’re not like you.

Clifford, a big red dog, grows insanely
big to the point where his human family
worries they can’t keep him.

Families have loved this story for years. It is
similar to the animated television show, but
with more details. I enjoyed the trailer.

*Disney+

RON'S GONE
WRONG
*HBO Max

TURNING RED
*Platform Pending

ENCANTO
*Disney+

CLIFFORD
THE BIG
RED DOG
*Paramount +

An Interest in Pinterest
By Nadia Bey and Melissa Katz

In 2010, Ben Silbermann created Pinterest. This form of social media allows users to
digitally pin diﬀerent images and videos that they ﬁnd pleasurable. As a result, people can
organize personal thoughts into as many categories as they want. This enjoyable and interactive
app is recommended for anyone over the age of thirteen.
As soon as users download Pinterest, they can begin to utilize this free service by using
their personal email address to create a password. Once this process is completed, the next step
is to start browsing on the For You Page. Here, people can start pinning diﬀerent pictures, videos,
and slideshows to their very own board. This is done by pressing the pin button. It actually looks
similar to the pins used on old-school bulletin boards. Pinning diﬀerent images and ideas can
make users feel more motivated to get certain projects done. Moving forward, the Pinterest board
will always be found in a user’s proﬁle.
In addition, Pinterest has other things available to help users become more creative and
motivated. They include drawing ideas, room inspirations, tips, life hacks, and much more. As
soon as the computer recognizes what a user’s interests are, more recommendations will be
found on their feed. Thankfully, users are able to control their privacy settings. Accounts can
either be public for everyone to see, or private just for certain people to view.
In conclusion, Pinterest is one of the greatest forms of social media since it has so many
positive beneﬁts. Other forms of social media don’t provide the same outcome as Pinterest does.
Downloading this app can help people become more organized, creative and motivated. One of
the authors of this article has pinned room ideas along with favorite quotes and books, as well as
fashion and jewelry favorites. Others can try this out as well just by signing up!

ALL ABOUT VOLLEYBALL
By Isabela Catanzaro

Are you looking for a sport that can change you both physically and mentally? Then you should try
volleyball! This fun and competitive activity was first created in 1895 by William G. Morgan in Holyoke,
Massachusetts. Morgan created volleyball because he wanted an indoor sport for businessmen who believed
that the new game of basketball was a bit too demanding.
Volleyball requires two teams with a minimum of four players each. There are important positions on
each team which are the setters, hitters, servers, middle blockers, defensive specialists, and liberos. A
volleyball match lasts between sixty to ninety minutes. The team that scores at least twenty-five points with
a two-point difference is declared the winner of the match. However, if neither team scores at least
twenty-five points by that time, a new match will begin.
This fun and active sport can be played anywhere by anyone in many different places that range
from gyms to parks to beaches to backyards! Businesses devoted to just volleyball have started popping up
like Big City Volleyball which is located in Brooklyn. It hosts competitions for both kids and adults. Even
our school has a volleyball program for middle school girls run by gym teacher Mr. D’Auria. After school
practices began in early November, but an actual game schedule hasn’t been released yet.
Volleyball has a lot of benefits. For example, it’s a great way to improve eye coordination as well as
reflex and balance skills, and it’s great cardio-exercise. It also builds teamwork and communication skills
among players. Most importantly, playing volleyball gives players a way to relieve stress, make friends, and
increase self-esteem. It's definitely worth giving volleyball a try!

WHERE HAVE ALL THE CHILDREN GONE?
AN ORIGINAL STORY BY ELIZABETH KATZ

It was finally Christmas break and my three best friends and I were all meeting at my
family's cabin in Upstate New York. It will be our first time seeing each other since the pandemic and
since we all started college. The cabin used to belong to my favorite grandmother. I was especially
excited to see Raylen since she was now living in California. Also coming to the cabin were my other
good friends Alex and Mark. After saying goodbye to my parents, I left the city and drove toward
our cabin In Creaky Hollow. Along the way, I kept getting a strange feeling I couldn’t ignore.
Once I arrived, I saw that Alex was already there. She ran to me and SAID, “HI, WILLOW!” I gave
her a big hug! Next, Mark arrived. Soon after that, Raylen was finally with us again! We were all so
excited, but we managed to get inside, find our rooms and unpack. Then we ordered pizza and spent
the rest of the evening laughing, catching up, and watching our favorite movies.
When it was finally time to get some rest, we heard a loud crash coming from down the dark
hall leading to the bedrooms. At first, no one was brave enough to investigate the mysterious noise
so I eventually volunteered. I had to pretend I wasn’t scared, but inside I was freaking out!
Thankfully, Mark came with me to check out the sound. As we walked toward the first bedroom, I
saw something really freaky. An old clock had fallen off the wall all by itself! Then, the strange
feeling from earlier…I felt it again. That’s when I remembered the wild stories about this clock that
my grandma used to tell me when I was young. Supposedly, my grandmother had once been close
friends with THE woman who was the previous owner of the cabin. As a joke, they once hid their coin
collections inside the clock. And trust me, they had a lot of coins! Sadly, my grandma didn’t talk to
HER FRIEND AFTER that, and I never did learn the old owner's name. ThEN I started thinking a million
things at once: “Are the old OWNER and my grandma trying to give me a message? Could this cabin
REALLY BE haunted, or am I just having a nightmare?”
Once we cleaned up the clock, we replaced it on the wall. Everyone had a good laugh at how
spooked we were. Then we finally said goodnight and went to our separate rooms. Later that night,
it happened again! This time, there was a note on the floor beneath the fallen clock! I read it out

loud, “I see you. I hear you. What am I?”
We were all very confused and frightened! How could this be happening? It made no sense!
Finally, Raylen said in a loud and shaky voice, “The security camera!” We ran to the closest one,
but it showed nothing.
To our horror, there was another note on the floor under the camera! This time it was a
riddle that asked, “What has a head and tail, but no body?” We all knew the answer to this riddle
was obviously a coin.
We should have left the cabin immediately, but we couldn’t stop ourselves from walking
back to the fallen clock. We were stunned to see a trail of creepy coins. That’s when Alex said,
“Hey, Willow, didn’t your grandma give you her gold coin collection?”
At that point, I no longer felt any kind of fear at all! That’s when I started putting all the
clues together. I said to my friends, “I had a strange feeling during the drive up here. Now I
realize I was just excited to see all of you again. Then, I was frightened by the fallen clock and
the other weird things that have happened tonight, but now I think it’s my grandmother’s way of
reminding us to spread Christmas cheer! I think she wants us to use her coin collection to help
make Christmas special for people who aren’t as lucky as we are. I think my grandma and her old
friend would like that.”
After that, my friends and I got a good night’s sleep. When we woke up, we decided to go to
our local soup kitchen where we handed out bags of coins to everyone. We also promised to not
take our grandparents for granted, or any old people that we know. Since then, my friends and I
go to the cabin every Christmas. Thankfully, there aren’t any more strange sounds or falling
clocks. All that happens in the cabin now are good memories of friendships that will last
forever.

MERRY CHRISTMAS
From all of us at
The knight’s news!

2022 Horoscopes
By Julianna Massina
What are horoscopes? They are charts that show all the positions of the planets, stars and the sun
at the moment of a person’s birth. People have been reading their horoscopes for centuries as a way to uncover
their future. Horoscopes continue to be a fun activity today, but they are not based on real science.
Here are my fun and ﬁctional horoscopes for 2022!

BIRTHDATES

SIGN

CHARACTERISTICS

PREDICTIONS for 2022

January 21 February 19

Aquarius

Aquarians are conﬁdent, intelligent,
and remarkable.

Aquarians will get good grades
and become great leaders!

February 20March 20

Pisces

Pisces are creative, friendly,
and compassionate.

Pisces will make new friends
and discover many new things!

March 21 April 20

Aries

Aries are brave, honest, and bold.

Aries will meet lots of new people.

April 21 May 20

Taurus

Taureans are dedicated, calm, and
ambitious.

Taureans will develop a creative
mind and achieve their goals!

May 21 June 20

Gemini

Geminis are clever, curious,
and kind.

Geminis will try new hobbies!

June 21 July 22

Cancer

Cancers are caring,
loyal, and passionate.

Cancers will achieve their
most important goals.

July 23 August 22

Leo

Leos are generous, courageous, and
determined.

Leos will gain conﬁdence
and more self-esteem this year!

August 23 September 22

Virgo

Virgos are reliable,
respectful, and interesting.

Virgos will meet new, caring people
and learn new things!

September 23 October 22

Libra

Librans are friendly, outgoing,
and fun-loving.

Librans will explore the new
opportunities waiting for them!

October 23 November 22

Scorpio

Scorpios possess conﬁdence, honesty,
and courage.

Scorpios will face challenges that
and develop a creative mind!

November 23 December 21

Sagittarius

Sagittarians value independence,
adventure, and optimism.

Sagittarians must prepare for
an exciting future ahead!

December 22 January 19

Capricorn

Capricorns are driven,
hard-working, and supportive.

Capricorns will meet trustworthy,
reliable, and caring people!

Happy New Year!

