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“The balance of nature is built on a series of relationships 
between living things and their environment.”

~ Rachel Carson

 Going Green
  By Madison Frooks and Isabella Molina

 
Going Green means to practice environmentally friendly activities by 

making ecologically responsible and reasonable life choices. Since last 
spring, people have been using the internet and online resources more than 
ever. This made us realize we don’t need to rely on paper materials such as 
textbooks and looseleaf to learn or work effectively. This reduction in the 
amount of paper waste has been good for the environment. What else can 
people do to help the environment during the pandemic?     

Now more than ever, we have to work together to take care of our Earth 
so it will be a clean and healthy planet in the future. One easy change to 
make is instead of wearing paper masks, try a fabric one. Even better, try 
making one using outdated clothes.This cuts down on trash and puts old 
materials to good use. Buying fabric masks from local businesses can also 
help community shops hit hard during the pandemic. However, if you only 
have paper masks, then cut off the elastic parts that go around your ears 
before throwing them away. You can recycle those parts into bracelets or hair 
ties. 

Having a reusable water bottle is another environmentally friendly thing 
to do. If you can’t get one, then just reuse your plastic water bottle instead of 
throwing it away. In addition, using metal straws instead of plastic straws also 
reduces garbage. Using a bamboo toothbrush instead of a plastic one is 
another good idea because bamboo is biodegradable. That means it can 
actually be good for nature when it is thrown away. Plus, it will reduce mask 
breath just as well as plastic toothbrushes.

During these tough times, even kids like us can do a lot to help the 
environment. Small changes now are big steps in the right direction. 
Remember to practice healthy and responsible habits so our Earth will be 
able to thrive.



The Capitol Riot
By Amsden Orellana and Kenneth Yam

     The US Capitol building is located in 
Washington, DC. It is special because 
the House of Representatives and the 
Senate are located there. For more than 
two centuries, it has stood as a symbol 
for democracy. The lives of the people 
who work there and democracy itself 
were in danger when an angry mob 
stormed the building on January 6, 2021.
     It began as an ordinary day for most 
Americans. It was also the day that 
members of the House and Senate were 
counting the Electoral College votes. 
After that, Joe Biden would be certified 
as the winner of the 2020 presidential 
election. Before that could happen, an 
angry mob stormed into the building 
because they believed Biden didn’t really 
win. They were also angry because the 
former president had just told them, “If 
you don’t fight...you’re not going to have 
a country anymore.” The rioters caused 
lots of damage to the Capitol building, 
but they weren’t successful at stopping 
the count. When it was safe again that 
night, Biden was officially declared the 
winner.
     Many lives changed as a result of the 
riot. Sadly, five people died including a 
Capitol Police Officer. Many others were 
injured severely. The physical damage to 
the building was terrible, but it made 
people realize that our democracy is 
fragile. The FBI is now investigating and 
arresting lots of people who took part in 
the riot. 
     The events at the Capitol on January 
6, 2021 shocked many people. The day 
will go down in history for the terrible riot, 
but we must also remember the courage 
of the brave men and women who did 
their best to protect the US Capitol.

The Electoral College
By Joshua Hall

We all know that the President of the United States is the 
most important job in the country. Yet, how many of us know how a 
president is elected? We’ve been taught that the people choose, but 
the popular vote isn’t actually how the election works. The truth is, 
presidents are elected by a process known as the Electoral 
College. Although this system was improved back in 1804 with the 
Twelfth Amendment, some people want to change it again. 

The Electoral College is a lot more complicated than it 
seems. To begin, all fifty states have their own Electoral College 
which isn’t actually a college. It’s a group of people called electors 
who represent their state. Each Electoral College has been given a 
number of electoral votes based on the size of their state’s 
population. For example, California has fifty-five electoral votes 
due to its large population. Maine has only four and Montana has 
only three because they have smaller populations. There are a total 
of 538 of these votes throughout the country. After people have cast 
their ballots, the candidate with the most votes in a state will get 
that state's electoral votes. When these are all added up, the first 
candidate to reach 270 out of 538 will become president. 

In my opinion, the Electoral College should have been 
abolished a long time ago. It’s an unfair system because a 
presidential candidate can actually win the popular vote, but still 
lose the election because of how the electoral votes are calculated. 
That’s what happened in 2016 when Hillary Clinton won the 
popular vote with 65.8 million votes to Donald Trump’s 62.9 
million. Nevertheless, Trump became president because he 
received 306 electoral votes and Clinton had 232. 

Changing, or even abolishing the Electoral College is more 
complicated than it seems. It would require the approval of at least 
two-thirds of Congress. With the way things are currently going, 
that isn't going to be easy.



~Brown Pointe Shoes~
~By Nia Butler~

Pointe is the art of ballet in which dancers use their strength to perform on the tips of their toes. 
This style of dance takes a lot of technique and training. Although pointe shoes come in all different 
colors, they are commonly pink. Even Misty Copeland, the first African-American woman to be a 
principal dancer at the American Ballet Theatre, wore pink pointe shoes. After this accomplishment, it’s 
clear that brown pointe shoes are a necessity in the dance industry. 

Pointe shoes are the special type of footwear that ballet dancers on pointe wear. The toes of the 
shoes are made of wood, enabling the dancer to stand on the very tips of their toes. All dancers sew 
their own ribbons to ensure that their shoes are just right for their feet. In ballet, dancers are usually 
seen wearing pink tights with their pink shoes. This is because ballet is all about lines. By having the 
color of your shoes match the color of your tights, the line is extended. However, some dancers don’t 
wear tights anymore and their line is shortened because their shoes don't match the color of their legs. 
Before these new colored pointe shoes were made, there was another method to help with this problem 
called the Pancaking Method. Dancers would take foundation in their skin tone and cover their pointe 
shoes with it. However, this method was temporary and messy. 

Brown pointe shoes will allow dancers of color to achieve the desired extended line without 
having to “pancake” their shoes. These new pointe shoes will come in three shades of brown. The 
production of these new shoes will begin this year. This achievement makes clear that the ballet 
industry has come a long way and they are working on being more inclusive of other races. With these 
new shoes, brown dancers of all shades will be able to have a very special shoe just for themselves. 

For almost a year, Broadway stages have been empty. The lights went out in April 
2020 due to the Covid-19  pandemic. Before that, Broadway was a place where talented and 
amazing performers created magic on stages every night for years! Snowstorms, strikes 
and a terrible terrorist attack never managed to keep Broadway closed for this long. 

While it has been a very challenging and sad time, it's still better to be safe than 
sorry. While some shows like Hamilton have streamed on Disney Plus, audiences claim it’s 
not the same as seeing it live. Performers have struggled too. One said, “I’ve worked so 
hard for this, like my other fellow artists, and it was snatched away.”  

Recently, it has been rumored that Broadway may open again soon. Shows like 
Hamilton, and Six might be some of the first to return. Viewers will probably have to stay 
six feet apart and wear masks. Theaters may also have to limit the size of audiences. It’s 
still unknown if viewers will have to get the vaccine, but Mr. Schumacher, Disney 
Theatrical’s president, said it will be mandatory for actors to get the vaccine. After that, it’s 
still unclear if they will have to wear masks. If so, how will they do the scenes where actors 
hug, touch, or even kiss? I wonder if they will have to quarantine together like NBA players 
did last year.

Hopefully, Broadway will be open for business again soon. I can’t wait! As more 
people get the vaccine, Broadway’s lights may shine again. 

Bringing Broadway Back
By Brianna Gomez Elias



 GEORGE
      A Book Review
         By Leilani Vasquez

George is a realitstic fiction 
book written by Alex Gino in 2017. It 
deals with the complexities of being a 
young person in a realistic way. The 
inspiring story is for anyone looking 
for the courage to be their true self.

George has a secret that only 
her best friend Kelly knows. With 
Kelly's help, George comes up with a 
plan to share the secret with 
everyone. Can they pull this off? 
What will happen when everyone 
finds out the truth? By the end of 
the book, George finally feels free and 
confident. Through a lot of hard work 
and with the help of her best friend, 
she realizes the importance of 
sharing her true self with all the 
people in her life. 

George is a great chapter book 
for kids above sixth grade. Since this 
topic might not be appropriate for 
every age, talk to your parents before 
starting this book.

          Children of Blood 

     and Bone
       A BOOK REVIEW

         By Jenna Paladino

Do you enjoy reading exciting adventures with 
life-or-death situations? Are you interested in magical 
worlds with well-developed histories? If so, then you 
should read Children of Blood and Bone, the first book 
in the Legacy of Orïsha trilogy by Tomi Adeyemi. 
Adeyemi, a Nigerian-American author and Harvard 
graduate, was inspired to write this series while 
studying in Brazil.

The main character, Zélie, lives in Orïsha, a 
world that had magic until it suddenly disappeared. 
Nobody knows exactly why it vanished, although some 
people believe that it was to punish them. Others 
wonder if their gods died along with the magic. 
Afterward, the king ordered that all magic users, 
known as maji, be hunted down and killed. As the 
daughter of a maji, Zélie is a divîner. If the magic 
hadn’t disappeared, she too would eventually become 
a maji at the age of thirteen. 

Eleven years later, Zélie has returned home 
after graduating from school where she and other 
diviners learned how to defend themselves against 
those who resent them. She soon learns her father, 
Baba, has been struggling to keep up with the divînier 
taxes which were established by the king to tax 
anyone who sheltered a divîner. Determined to help, 
she goes to the market in Lagos to sell the fish Baba 
caught earlier. She eventually spots a cloaked girl 
running from the guards. Zélie decides to help the girl, 
only to realize that she is Princess Amari! The princess 
had just stolen an ancient scroll from her father, the 
very king who had ordered the maji to be killed. 
Amari claims that the scroll can bring the magic back. 
Together with Zelie’s brother, Tzani, the girls set off on 
a dangerous mission to discover why the magic 
disappeared.

Children of Blood and Bone and the author 
have won multiple awards. It really is a fantastic story 
for teens or young adults. The author’s writing will get 
you hooked after just the first few pages. The author 
also has her own website called The Writer’s Roadmap 
that gives aspiring writers advice on how to improve 
their stories. 



    A Review of  Book 1 from the Series: 
  Keeper of the Lost Cities
     By Cristina Aguilar

Adventure! Loss! Mystery! These things and more are in The 
Keeper of the Lost Cities series by Shannon Messenger. She 
published the first book of the nine-book series in 2012. Since then, 
fans have enjoyed the achievements and struggles of their favorite 
characters. Along the way, readers also get to discover someone's 
secret identity. 

The main character is Sophie Foster. She’s just a normal 
teenage girl from San Diego, right? Wrong. Ever since she was five, 
she has been able to hear everyone's thoughts. On top of that, she 
is a super smart, twelve year-old senior in high school! Part of the 
reason she’s so smart is because her photographic memory lets 
her memorize anything just by reading it. She gets bullied and called 
many distasteful names because of this. As a result, Sophie 
doesn’t have any friends until she meets Fitz Vacker while on a 
school field trip. 

Other main characters are the elves. These creatures don’t 
exist, right? Wrong again. In fact, Sophie is one of them except she 
doesn’t know it until she is “found” by Fitz, who is also an elf. After 
this, she is brought to the lost cities. Like Atlantis, they have been 
dismissed by humans as just myths. In this new world, Sophie 
Foster will discover the truth about these cities and about herself. 
She will never be the same. 

Throughout the series, Sophie has to make many tough 
decisions. For example, she has to decide if she wants to let her 
parents think that she has died or if she wants to erase herself 
fully from their memories. Another tough decision she has to make 
is whether to take a deadly medication or have broken powers for 
the rest of her life. If you want to find out how she solves these 
problems and many more, give this series a try.  

In conclusion, I rate this book five out of five mallowmelts. If 
you want to find out what that is, that’s one more reason to read 
this series. I gave it such a good rating because not only are all the 
books packed with adventure and mystery, but they’re also packed 
with lessons kids should learn. One important lesson is that some 
friendships are worth everything. In fact, they are the most 
important and precious things the world can give. Another lesson is 
to never give up when things get hard because life eventually gets 
better. So, if you want a fantasy book series with a hint of 
romance, The Keeper of the Lost Cities is for you. 

The Big 
Game                       

Reviewed by James Brown 

 Who do you look up to? Some 
kids look up to their dads just 
like Danny Owens in the book 
The Big Game by Tim Green. 
He looked up to his dad and 
wanted to be a professional 
athlete just like him. He even 
told everyone he’d be a Super 
Bowl champion too. Will Danny 
become a football star or will 
he have to choose a different 
path? 
 In the beginning of the story, 
Danny Owens is a typical 
seventh grader until his dad 
passed away suddenly. Life isn’t 
perfect, but at least he has 
good friends and football to 
help him. He even tries out for 
the varsity football team and 
makes it.
 Later, Danny is caught for 
cheating on an English test. If 
he can’t pass this class, he 
won't be able to play in the big 
championship game that is 
coming up. He wants to pass the 
class, but how can he do that 
when he can't even read? What 
will Danny do? Will he cheat 
again? Will he get the help he 
needs? Will he play in the big 
game? To find out, read The 
Big Game. 
  I rate this book three out of 
five Lombardi trophies.  Even 
though it was sort of 
interesting at first, it got a 
little bit boring in the middle. 
If you are a football  fan, or a 
fan of realistic fiction, give The 
Big Game a try because maybe 
you will like it.



Season Four of Stranger Things
By Alba Dolengewicz and Victoria Mormando

Stranger Things is a science-fiction series set in 1980s New Jersey. Viewers can stream it on 
Netflix using a TV or any mobile device. The show began in 2016 and three seasons have been 
released so far. It has gained many fans over the years, and they have been waiting for the 
fourth season to come out for a long time. 

The extraordinary story begins when a boy named Will Byers vanishes. As his friends start to 
unravel the mystery of his disappearance, they realize he is not dead like everyone thinks. Along 
the way, they run into a girl named Eleven who has powers that will help them locate Will. While 
the friends search for Will throughout the first season, they also encounter monsters, 
demogorgons and mind-flayers. Believe it or not, Stranger Things is based on an actual time travel 
project. In addition, Eleven was modeled after the movie character E.T. and her powers are 
similar to his as well. For example, they both possess telekinesis which is the ability to control 
objects with only their minds.

 After the third season cliffhanger,  fans were left on the edges of their seats! Is one of 
their favorite characters still alive? Can his friends find a way to save him? Unfortunately, it’s 
still unknown exactly when season four will begin, but many people have theories. Most think it will 
not come out until  mid to late 2021 at the earliest. This is because filming has been suspended due 
to COVID-19. No matter how long it takes, Stranger Things fans won’t give up hope.

PS5 XBOX SERIES X

The PS5 loading times are extremely fast; exactly 
fifteen to thirty seconds faster for any game you can 
play on the PS5 right now.

Although the XBOX Series X has really fast loading 
times, it is slightly slower than the PS5.  However, it 
doesn’t negatively affect the playing experience at all. 

The PS5 has immersive 3D audio tech. It has a built in microphone, but players can use 
wireless and wired microphones too.

The PS5 has backwards compatibility with only the 
PS4. That means only  the games played on PS4 can 
also be used with the PS5.

It has backwards compatibility with many previous 
consoles unlike the PS5 which only has backwards 
compatibility with the PS4.

The PS5 has a futuristic style. The XBOX series X also has a futuristic style.

By Daniel Reina

Which do you prefer: 
THE NEW PS5 or THE NEW Xbox SERIES X? 
This totally unbiased chart can help you  decide 
which next-generation console is best for you.

⚠ This Chart is Totally Unbiased ⚠



Chris

           DISCORD
                        By Moksh Naik

You may have heard of social media platforms 
like Facebook, Twitter and Instagram, but have you 
heard of Discord? It’s a special place to talk and hang 
out with friends. First created by Jason Citron in 2015, 
Discord is currently available worldwide on PC, Mac, 
iOS, and Android. Some gaming platforms also use it as 
a fanbase for announcements and as a hub where fans 
can talk about games in general. Read on to find out 
more about this social media platform because it might 
just be for you!

One thing to take note of is the age restriction for 
Discord is different in certain countries. American and 
Canadian users must be at least thirteen while Japan’s 
minimum age is seventeen. Once you have parental 
permission, you must agree to all Discord’s terms and 
conditions. You will also need your email address to 
“claim” your account in order to prove you are indeed 
human, sort of like CAPTCHAs. Once you enter your 
email, check for a verification code. When you enter the 
code, you finally have your own Discord account!

There are many things that separate Discord from 
other social media platforms. For example, you can 
make your own private server so you can invite friends. 
You can keep this group exclusive by only sharing the 
invite link with certain people. If you make your own 
private server, you can invite friends and talk to them 
while gaming, or just talk to them about anything at any 
time. However, if you are very popular on Youtube, or if 
you’ve created a real game, you can share the link on 
Youtube, Twitch or Twitter. This means you can invite just 
about anyone and use Discord as a fanbase.

Unfortunately, like all social media platforms, 
Discord isn’t perfect. It has many of the same problems 
as other social media platforms. For example, toxic 
people, those trying to hack or scam you, exist on 
Discord. It also has its own unique problems too. For 
instance, your server may get shut down temporarily, or 
get deleted completely. This is either because of hacking, 
software glitches and/or bugs, or you may have violated 
the Terms of Service. If you encounter someone being 
toxic on the server you are hosting, you have the power 
to ban them. If not, ask the host and keep your fingers 
crossed that they come through for you. 

In conclusion, Discord is a fun way to talk to your 
friends privately and safely. As long as you follow the 
rules and have your parents’ permission, it’s a lot of fun.

CODING
By Erric Hayes

Coding is the language that is used by 
computers to understand our commands and 
requests. Without coding, things like Alexa, 
Siri, and video games would not be possible. 
Coding is a skill that can truly help people's 
lives. It can also lead to a good career in the 
field of technology.

 Coding is the brain of the computer. 
People use coding skills to communicate with 
computers so they can give them instructions 
on what actions to perform. People also use 
coding to program other technologies we use 
every day. I actually believe all people should 
learn the basics of coding because it builds an 
understanding of how computers and different 
computer programs work.         

Anyone can learn how to code. If you 
like to be creative, then you should try it. I 
started coding four months ago with Coding 
Ninja online and it’s been a lot of fun. So far, 
I’ve learned how to create an HTML page and 
to use JavaScript and Python. Right now, I am 
learning how to make a calculator and a video 
game. 

I think coding is important and should 
be taught in school from an early age because 
it gets kids ready for the high-tech world of the 
future. It also improve communication skills 
and self-confidence. Kids today live on smart 
devices, apps, and the internet and because 
of this they need to learn how to code by 
taking classes. Learning to code is like 
learning to live in the brain of a computer. It is 
an important skill to have for the future.



WHAT IT TAKES TO BE A CHAMPION
By Maggie Nunez

Last summer, the Tokyo Olympic games were 
unable to take place due to the Covid-19 pandemic. 
Hopefully, they will finally happen this summer! Two 
inspiring American athletes who have been working 
and waiting to go to Tokyo are Kolohe Andino and 
Simone Biles. Kolohe Andino is a surfer from 
California and Simone Biles is a gymnast from Texas. 
They both have what it takes to be world champions.

Kolohe Andino is a professional surfer from 
California who has won nine championship titles 
from the National Scholastic Surfing Association. He 
will be one of the first surfers to ever compete in the 
Olympics during this summer’s games. That’s 
because the International Olympic Committee voted 
unanimously in 2016 to finally let surfing become an 
Olympic sport. Andino has many qualities that make 
him a successful athlete. First, he has a positive 
attitude. This is important because without it he 
would have given up when faced with challenges. 
Another important quality he has is courage because 
he doesn’t hesitate when seeing big waves. 
Hesitation could lead to dangerous situations. Last, 
but not least, he has control and determination 
which are important for making quick decisions in 
the water. 

Simone Biles already has four Olympic gold 
medals for gymnastics from the Brazil games in 
2016. She also has several qualities that make her an 
amazing athlete. First, she has dedication to 
continue working to get better year after year.  In 
fact, she has worked with the same coach since she 
was eight years old! Biles is also fearless when it 
comes to trying new skills and routines. Finally, she 
has discipline and doesn’t give up when things get 
tough. She knows with hard work, she will succeed.

These qualities are what most athletes use 
and need to succeed. They are also qualities anyone 
can apply in their own lives. If you use these 
qualities  and work really hard, you can be a success 
at anything you want to do too. Good luck to all the 
athletes in the 2021 Summer Olympics!

The 2021 MLB Season
            By Christopher Marcelo

Last year was a tough year for everyone 
including baseball fans. From a delayed and 
shortened season to the playoffs being held in 
limited stadiums, baseball fans couldn't wait for 
the 2021 season. Well, it’s finally here and with 
Covid-19 vaccines available, there is a hopeful 
feeling that life might be getting back to normal 
soon. Recent changes made by the MLB also have 
fans feeling excited. For example, Commissioner 
Rob Manfred announced that there will be a 
regular 162-game schedule. Small pods of fans 
will even be able to attend the games too.

This season will still be very difficult, but 
that didn’t stop lots of off-season moves. One 
local roster move was Fransisco Lindor and 
Carlos Carrasco going to the New York Mets. The 
Mets now have a very talented roster. Another 
local move included DJ Lemahieu signing a six 
year, 90 million dollar contract with the Yankees. 
Only time will tell if this base hit machine will 
get even better as a Yankee. 

Other interesting league moves involved 
J.T. Realmuto resigning with the Philadelphia 
Phillies, but Trevor Bauer did not. In fact, Bauer 
tweeted several possible teams he’d like to join. 
Eventually, he joined the LA Dodgers. Former 
Houston Astro center-fielder George Springer 
signed with the Toronto Blue-Jays. Adding this 
great veteran to the roster with young athletes 
such as Guerrero Jr, Bichette, and Biggio makes 
the Blue-Jays a very good team in the American 
League East. Teams that will certainly be a 
threat in the playoffs are the Padres, Yankees, 
Dodgers, Mets, and especially the Tampa Bay 
Rays based on their record from last year.

It’s hard to predict how this season will 
go for Major League Baseball. For now, the fact 
that there are vaccines and great MLB safety 
precautions in place, this will hopefully be a 
season as close to normal as possible.
      PLAY BALL!!



The 2021 NFL Draft
By Jhoel Flores and T.J. Paladino

The NFL Draft is an annual event that happens every April. It’s when college athletes begin their 
professional journeys. This year it’s taking place in Cleveland, but it will be a virtual event due to the Covid 
situation. No matter how it’s held, it will still be exciting to see where elite players like Trevor Lawrence and 
Justin Fields will land next year.

On the first day, the NFL’s thirty-two teams have a draft position based on their record for the season. 
For example, if a team had the least wins in the league, they will have the first pick in the draft. With each pick, 
teams try to choose players who best meet their needs. There are seven rounds in the draft and each round has 
a different number of picks. Some teams save their picks for the supplemental draft in the fall. Another way to 
get draft picks is if a team loses a “star” player in free agency, but those picks are usually for late rounds. Teams 
are also allowed to trade their picks. For example, this year the Jets traded Jamal Adams for the Seahawks’ first 
round pick. The following charts are our predictions for this year’s draft.

AFC TEAMS NEEDS in ORDER
 
OUR PREDICTIONS

Baltimore Ravens Edge, Tight End, Offensive Line, Wide Receiver Jayson Oweh

Buffalo Bills Edge, Cornerback, Linebacker, Offensive Tackle Alex Leatherwood

Cincinnati Bengals Wide Receiver, Offensive Tackle Penei Sewell

Cleveland Browns Edge, Cornerback, Defensive Lineman, Linebacker Zaven Collins 

Denver Broncos Edge, Cornerback, Linebacker, Defensive Line Trey Lance

Houston Texans Offensive Line, Cornerback, Edge, Tight End No Picks

Indianapolis Colts Quarterback, Cornerback, Wide Receiver Rondale Moore

Jacksonville Jaguars *Quarterback, Offensive Tackle, Cornerback, Tight End Trevor Lawrence, 
Samuel Cosmi

Kansas City Chiefs Wide Receiver, Offensive Lineman, Linebacker Nick Bolten

LA Chargers Offensive Tackle, Offensive Lineman, Cornerback, Edge Rashawn Slater

Miami Dolphins Wide Receiver, Running Back, Linebacker Ja’Marr Chase,
Travis Etienne 

NE Patriots Tight End ,Wide Receiver, Defensive Lineman, Linebacker Kyle Pitts

NY Jets *Quarterback, Offensive Tackle, Cornerback, Tight End Zach Wilson,
Najee Harris

Las Vegas Raiders Offensive Lineman, Linebacker, Defensive Lineman Kwity Paye

Pittsburgh Steelers Offensive Tackle, Cornerback, Running Back, Defensive Lineman Christian Barmore

Tennessee Titans Edge, Defensive Lineman, Wide Receiver, Cornerback Gregory Rousseau



NFC TEAMS NEEDS in ORDER OUR 
PREDICTIONS

Arizona Cardinals Offensive Tackle, Interior Offensive Linemen, Tight End, Defensive Tackle Alijah Vera-Tucker

Atlanta Falcons Quarterback, Offensive Tackle, Interior Offensive Linemen, 
Outside Linebacker, Defensive End, Cornerback

Justin FIelds

Carolina Panthers Quarterback, Interior Offensive Linemen, Tight End, Defensive Tackle, 
Middle Linebacker, Strong Safety

Patrick Surtain II

Chicago Bears Quarterback, Interior Offensive Linemen, Wide Receiver, Defensive End Jalen Mayfield

Dallas Cowboys Tight End, Center, Defensive Tackle, Cornerback, Strong Safety Caleb Farley

Detroit Lions Quarterback, Interior Offensive Linemen, Offensive Tackle, Wide Receiver Micah Parsons

Green Bay Packers Wide Receiver, Defensive End, Middle Linebacker Terrace Marshall Jr. 

Los Angeles Rams Middle Linebacker, Defensive End, Defensive Nose Tackle  No picks

Minnesota Vikings Interior Offensive Linemen, Defensive End, Defensive Tackle, Cornerback Christian Darrisaw

New Orleans Saints Quarterback, Tight End, Defensive Tackle, Middle Linebacker Jeremiah 
Owusu-Koramoah

New York Giants Wide Receiver, Interior Offensive Linemen, Outside Linebacker Jaylen  Waddle

Philadelphia Eagles Quarterback, Wide Receiver, Middle Linebacker, Outside Linebacker, 
Free Safety, Strong Safety

Devonta Smith

San Francisco 49ers Quarterback, Interior Offensive Linemen, Cornerback Jaycee Horn

Seattle Seahawks Offensive Tackle, Tight End, Defensive Tackle, Outside Linebacker No picks

TB Buccaneers Quarterback, Defensive End Joseph Ossai

Washington FT Quarterback, Offensive Tackle, Wide Receiver, Cornerback Rashod Bateman



      EXPRESS YOURSELF!  By Nicole Alvarenga and Joanne Ciceron

Fashion is one of the many ways to express your unique personality. There are as many styles as there are people. 
Fashion isn’t just about clothes. Accessories are also powerful fashion statements.

Here are some of our top fashion ideas to help you get ready for spring!  

Celebration Cookies...An Original Recipe
By Caitlyn Holman

Who wouldn't want to celebrate St. Patrick’s Day with some yummy and decorative cookies? 
Even better, who wouldn't want to bake them and enjoy them right out of the oven? 

        *Butter-1 stick, room temperature      *Salt- ½ teaspoon      *Egg-1 egg      *Flour-1½ cup      *Sugar -½ cup    
*Baking soda- ½ teaspoon      *Vanilla Extract- ½ teaspoon      *Green food coloring      *Cookie Sheet
                                                                 *Clover cookie cutter 
 

Step 1 - Preheat the oven to 325 degrees.
Step 2 - Mix the flour, egg, salt, baking soda and sugar together in a bowl.

Step 3 - Add the vanilla extract and butter and mix together until it is in the shape of a smooth ball.
Step 4- Add the food coloring and knead the dough.

Step 3 - Roll it out with a rolling pin until it is about two inches thick.
Step 4 - Use your St.Patrick’s Day cookie cutters to cut out the cookies.

Step 5 - Place the cookies on the cookie sheet and space them out evenly.   
             Step 6 - Cook for about ten to twelve  minutes. If you want your cookies to be more golden,

 leave them in for another two to three minutes.
Step 7 - Enjoy!

Vintage      Streetwear       Preppy

                            -Definition- 
    If you like clothes from the past, 

    this is a perfect style for you.

                                 -Definition-
     If you like casual and comfortable clothes, 

      this is the perfect style for you.

                          -Definition- 
      If you like a classic and tailored look, 
              this style is perfect for you.

                 -Clothing and Footwear-
     Wear lace-collared dresses, bell-bottoms, 

      flannels, puff-sleeve sweaters, and
     collared shirts with color-block jackets.

         For shoes, try Mary Janes or sneakers. 

   -Clothing and Footwear-
    Wear a graphic tee shirt and a colorful

     hoodie under an oversized jacket. 
Pair  with baggy pants or ripped jeans.

    For shoes, wear high tops or colorful Vans. 

     -Clothing and Footwear-
     Wear a colorful sweater vest and pair it 

with a plaid skirt. For shoes,
         wear some colorful heels or flats.

      -Accessories-
    Try net fascinators, cat-eye sunglasses,

    rhinestone bracelets, wave headbands, or 
    ring drop earrings. A crystal clutch or a 

     Stella top handle bag is perfect too.

                            -Accessories-
    Wear chokers, a beanie, a cap, or a 

bucket hat. Add rings and chains
     to your jeans too.

    Finish the look by carrying a bucket bag. 

                        -Accessories-
    Wear bracelets, sunglasses, 

     a crossover necktie or a beret.
       A nude color bag is a nice look too.



                     Humans on Mars?
                            By Genesis Chacon 
                
Have you ever imagined living on another planet? If you said 

yes, then you're in luck. NASA has been working on ways to safely 
send people to Mars for a long time. Mars is the fourth planet from 
the sun and the second-smallest planet in the Solar System. It is 
known as the "Red Planet". It looks hot, but it’s actually pretty cold! 

Why do scientists think we can live on Mars? According to a 
NASA researcher, "Mars is more Earth-like than any other planet in 
the solar system." Also, gravity on Mars is 38% which means the 
human body can adapt there. Once it is possible, NASA wants to 
send a rover to Mars with a crew of astronauts!

Recently, a rover called Perseverence landed on Mars. It will 
explore a crater that experts think once held a lake. It will also try to 
extract oxygen from Mars’ atmosphere. It’s also carrying five special 
materials to test if they are safe. If humans ever go to Mars, their 
spacesuit materials must protect them from extreme temperatures 
and ultraviolet light.

It's important to start working on sending people to Mars. 
The idea of living on Mars is very exciting. Who knows, maybe one 
day you’ll get to visit Mars!

                 Crystals 
          By Francesca Catanzaro 

 Have you ever heard of healing 
crystals? If you haven’t, then 
keep reading to learn more 
about them. Many people believe 
these special crystals can help 
with emotional and physical 
well-being. This has not been 
scientifically proven, but some 
people, including myself, believe 
they could be helpful. Although 
crystals have been around for 
thousands of years, they are 
becoming more and more 
popular for protection and 
wellness. The chart below has 
some basic information about 
some of my favorite crystals.

Crystal What It 
Might Do

What It 
Looks Like

Clear 
Quartz 

It may 
boost your 

energy.

Rose 
Quartz 

It may 
bring you 

love, trust, 
respect. 

Tur-
 quoise

It may 
improve
overall 
mind, 

body and 
soul.

Moon 
Stone

It may get 
rid of 

uneasy 
feelings.

Blood  
  Stone 

It may 
increase 

creativity.

Is There Life in Outer Space?
By Jeffrey Hernandez

Have you ever wondered if there is life on other 
planets? Well, there just might be life on VENUS!! In 
August 2019, a micro-bacteria was discovered there. It 
may not be the alien creatures we see in movies, but 
this discovery is historical! Knowing bacteria might live 
on a planet besides Earth is simply fascinating.
         Venus is one of the closest planets to Earth. It’s 
also the second planet from the sun. That makes it 
closer to the sun than Earth. As a result, VENUS’ 
temperature is about 900 degrees Fahrenheit! That 
extreme temperature means most things can’t live 
there. However, scientists saw a phosphine gas cloud in 
VENUS’ atmosphere in 2019. This gas can only be made in 
a lab or by certain micro-bacteria. Since there are no 
labs on VENUS, that means micro-bacteria might be alive 
in VENUS’ atmosphere! Some scientists believe the 
micro-bacteria are getting nutrients to live from the gas 
cloud.
          Since scientists are not able to go to VENUS, it’s 
impossible to test the  bacteria. Even so, the discovery 
is fascinating. There definitely is life in outer space!



  Animal Quiz      By Kimora Auguste and Lisette Bonilla

Animals are very important for various reasons. We need to know as much 
about them as possible. Test your knowledge about animals here! Don’t be shy 
and give it a try! Circle your answer. Then, check your answers using the key.

       
1. A bat can eat up to 1,000 insects per hour.     True/False  
2. One species of jellyfish is immortal.     True/False 
3. Horses can sleep standing up.     True/False
4. An elephant’s memory is short-lived. True/False 
5. Penguins can’t be found on the continent of Africa.     True/False
6. Dolphins can be found in the Amazon River.      True/False 
7. Camels can store water in their humps.     True/False 
8. Dogs' noses are wet to help absorb the scents around them.    True/False 
9. Female reindeer have antlers.     True/False 
10. There are over 500 million domestic cats in the world.     True/False 

Asian Small-

Clawed Otter

Greater 
Lophorina

Electric Blue Day 
Gecko

         Garden Eels

 Habitat

They live in small 
streams, rivers, marshes, 
rice paddies, seacoasts, 
and mangroves.

They live in very humid 
rainforests with lots of tall 
trees.

They live in rainforests. They live in dense 
seagrass that borders coral 
reefs to camouflage them 
from predators,

Range
They live in Southern 
India, Southern China, 
Southeast Asia, and 
Indonesia.

They inhabit the islands of 
New Guinea, Indonesia, 
and Papua New Guinea.

They can only be found in 
the Kimboza and Ruvu 
forests in Tanzania.

They live in the warm 
waters of the Pacific Ocean 
and the Red Sea. 

    Diet
They are carnivores that 
feed on mollusks, fish, 
frogs, crabs, and other 
crustaceans. 

Their diet mainly consists 
of fruits and insects.

They enjoy sweet fruit 
nectar, but also eat insects 
to make up for the calcium 
they can’t get from fruit. 

They are carnivores so 
they eat plankton and other 
microorganisms.

Lifespan
They can live up to twelve 
years in human care and 
up to twenty in the wild.

They can live up to ten 
years.

This small species has a 
short lifespan of five to ten 
years.

Although they are tiny in 
size, these little eels can 
live a crazy 35-40 years!

Fun Fact
They can hold their breath 
for up to eight minutes!

To attract a mate, males 
perform bewildering 
dances. 

They are endangered 
because they are illegally 
caught and sold as pets.

These creatures can grow 
up to two feet and look like 
long wavy seagrass.

                      MOTHER NATURE’S CREATURES’ FEATURES     By Masato Clarke and Jim Scanlon

Animals inhabit every corner of Earth from the Australian Outback to the Amazon Basin. In fact, there are an 
estimated 8.7 million animal species and humans haven’t even discovered all of them yet. We have selected four exotic 

animals from around the globe to enlighten you about some of Mother Nature’s most bewildering creatures.

     Answer Key: 1 T,   2 T,   3 T,   4 F,  5 F,   6 T,   7 F,   8 T,   9 T,   10 T



Happy Easter Coloring Page     ~      Original Drawing by Brianna Gomez



Wonderdale, a wonderful place created by three wonderful girls named Christabelle, 
Harlow, and Rin is home to mythical creatures, princesses, and knights in shining armor. But, it’s 
no ordinary world. All of the contents of this enchanted world are kept safe in a not so ordinary 
notebook. However, the keepers of the notebook have no idea what they’ve been writing in!

It was a year ago that Rin bought a vintage notebook with handmade paper at their local 
bookstore as a journal for herself. The clerk was very convincing when selling it to her and said 
that it was very special. Rin then thought that she’d like to share this with her best friends who 
were sisters~Christabelle and Harlow. The three girls decided they would meet up every weekend 
to write in it. Those simple little doodles and stories became a very special world created by the 
three of them. The only thing that they didn’t really write about were characters, but they surely 
painted a picture with words of a magical place. 

It was just an ordinary weekend when the girls met up to finish the final pages of the 
notebook.  They knew they would need another book if they were to continue writing. Later that 
day, they decided to go back to the bookstore and buy a new notebook to continue the story of 
Wonderdale. The girls went up to the front desk to ask the owner if he had the same type of 
notebook, but were shocked to discover that the book was one of a kind. The clerk suggested that 
they find something similar in the very back of the shop behind a large green door. As they looked 
through piles and piles of books, the trio still couldn’t find what they were looking for. All of a 
sudden, the book pages started to flip back and forth rapidly before eventually turning into a 
portal that sucked the girls in. With a few glances at each other and the place around them, Rin, 
Harlow, and Christabelle knew one thing was for sure: they were no longer in the bookstore. They 
were in a very familiar place~a place that looked just like Wonderdale. How could this be?

Wonderdale was everything they had imagined it would be and more. There were lively 
villages, colorful forests and people of all kinds. They embraced this new world. The only problem 
was that the girls needed to get back home and the answer was on the very last page of the 
notebook which had disappeared right after they were transported to Wonderdale. Unfortunately, 
they couldn’t remember what they had written! It was decided that the girls would split up to 
explore the different parts of their world and search for the lost notebook. Rin decided to go to 
the woods. Christabelle decided to look in the villages. Harlow decided to explore the castle. 

As Rin entered the mysterious woods outside of the small town, she noticed two boys 
studying some animals. One looked about twelve and the other about fourteen. 

“Hello”, she said, making the boys jump. “Sorry if I scared you.”
“Don’t worry about it,” the older boy said. “I’m Carlton and this is my friend Eddy.”
“It’s very nice to meet you two. My name is Rin.”
“Well, we were just about to go to The Mushroom. Would you like to join us?” Eddy asked. 
“I would love too,” Rin agreed. 

Keepers of the Notebook
By Nia Butler and the Seventh Grade



As the three new acquaintances made their way through the woods to their destination, 
they talked about plants and all kinds of things they could find in the woods. After a bit of walking, 
the trio had made it to The Mushroom. When Carlton opened the door, Rin was faced with the 
most magical thing she had ever seen. The little cafe was filled with many mythical creatures that 
she had never even heard of before. 

“We should introduce you to everyone,” Eddy said while looking at Rin. 
“Everyone, we would like you to meet our new friend, Rin,” Carlton said to the creatures 

talking in the cafe. 
“Hey Rin,” a girl with blue hair exclaimed. “I’m Freddie, and this is Christopherson, 

Sebastian, and Dragontina.”
After meeting Freddie and her friends, some more people from the other side of the cafe 

came over to introduce themselves. 
“I’m Luna and these are my friends Frank, Medieval, Serina, and Joe Jergonsin, but every- 

one calls her Joe.”
“It’s so nice to meet you all,” Rin said, looking at all of her new friends. 
Just as they were all getting acquainted, three shady characters suddenly entered the cafe. 
“Who are they?” Rin asked. 
“Those are the three most wanted people in Wonderdale. That one in the middle is Xiao 

Atlus, a monster hunter. The two on his left and right are Charles and Hiro. Those two are thieves 
and have been responsible for some of the biggest heists in the kingdom.”

“Legend has it that Xiao has been looking for the Orcs, a scary creature that has been 
terrorizing Wonderdale for years,” Christopherson explained. 

“Well, what do you think these guys want?” Rin began, more curious than ever. 
“I don’t know,” Eddie stated. “But whatever it is, it can’t be good.”

Meanwhile, Christabelle was taking in the sights of the small town near the Castle. The girl 
must not have been paying attention because she accidentally bumped into someone. 

“I am so sorry, I wasn’t paying attention,” she exclaimed as she got up. 
“Well, you should be sorry! Wealthy people like me don’t have time to be bumping into 

peasants like you,” the man replied harshly. 
“Leave her alone Alger!” a girl yelled from across the road. ”It was an accident.”
“Besides, don’t you have somewhere else to be?” another girl asked. 
Alger glared at the two before he went on his way. The girls and some of their friends 

started to walk towards Christabelle.  “Are you ok?” they asked. 
“Yes, and thank you for helping me,” Christabelle replied. 
“No problem. I’m Amber,” the first girl said. 
“I’m Stella.”
“And I’m Jane.”
“It’s nice to meet you. Who was that mean guy anyway?” Christabelle asked. 
“Oh, don’t worry about him. That’s just Alger,” Jane started. “He’s a wealthy engineer that 

moved into town a couple weeks ago. Let’s just say no one is quite well acquainted with him yet.”



Christabelle just nodded her head. As they were about to change the subject, another man 
came running by. He tripped over a rock on the road and fell to the ground.  Amber, Stella, Jane 
and Christabelle immediately ran toward him. 

“Are you ok?” the girls asked while helping him up. 
“Yes, I’m quite alright, but I really must be going,” the man quickly replied. 
Just as he was about to run off, Christabelle stopped him. “What’s your name?” she asked. 
“Levi, Levi Ackerman,” the man said as he ran toward town square. 
After Levi left, Stella noticed something on the ground. 
“What is this?” she questioned. 
“It looks like some kind of map,” Jane observed. 
“Well, don’t just stand there, open it!” Amber shouted. 
Stella opened the piece of rolled up paper to find a map of some sort leading to Crying 

Cave, the home of the Orcs. 
Without giving her an explanation, the girls all began to run after Levi, forcing Christabelle 

to follow. 

In another part of the city, Harlow made her way up the stairs towards the castle gates. 
Fortunately for her, she made it just in time as the gates were opening for the arrival of the 
knights. She followed the four of them inside the castle where they were presenting themselves in 
front of the king and what looked like his five daughters. 

“Your Majesty,”one of them said as they all bowed down in front of him. 
“How was the scouting today?” the king asked.
“I’m afraid there has been no sign of the Orcs, King Mellon,” another knight said. 
Once the knights were free to leave the throne room, Harlow followed them all the way to 

their hideout in the basement. She quietly walked through several hallways, making sure to stay 
close behind the knights. After a bit of walking, Harlow found herself in what seemed to be the 
grand ballroom. It had to be the most fascinating thing she had ever seen. The ceilings were 
intricately painted with unique designs and the walls had several portraits of what looked like the 
royal family. The room was so captivating, Harlow almost forgot about the knights. She quickly 
snapped back to reality, but soon realized someone else was in the ballroom with her.

“What do you think you’re doing in here?!” a voice from across the room shouted. 
“I-,” Harlow mumbled. 
“Well, don’t just stand there, say something!” the voice yelled. “I don’t have all day.”
Harlow was in awe. She didn’t know what to do. The person across the room started to walk 

toward her. She could see that the person appeared to be very short. The girl then grabbed 
Harlow’s arm and dragged her out of the room. 

“Hey, let me go!” Harlow shouted. 
“Oh hush! The knights will figure out what to do with you,” the mysterious girl said. 
After a bit of walking, the girl and Harlow made their way to the knights’ hideout. 
“Hey Anastasia,” one of the knights said. “What brings you here?”
“Hello Mars,” Anastasia replied.” I found this girl wandering about in the palace. Thought I 

might let you figure out what to do with her. I’ll be on my way now.”



“Thank you,” Mars said and watched Anastasia disappear from the den. 
Mars turned to the girl and asked,”What brings you here to the palace?”
Harlow didn’t know what to say. She couldn’t just say that she was looking for a notebook 

or that she was following them. After a bit of thought, she came up with an alibi.  “Well,” she 
started. “I overheard someone in the village talking about the Orcs and I was wondering what it 
was. I thought it would be best to ask you guys, since you’re the knights.”

“Very well then,” Mars started. “Allow us to introduce ourselves first. I’m Mars, and these 
are my fellow knights in shining armor Sage, Kona, and Jeff. Our job is to protect the Princesses 
Nini, Abella, Cecilia, Dakota, and Alice.”

“I’m Harlow,” she said. “And aren’t there five princesses?”
“That’s correct,” Kona replied. 
“Then why are there only four of you?”
“Princess Alice doesn’t like the idea of having a knight,” Sage began. “Instead, she has a 

brownie.”
“A brownie?” Harlow questioned, clearly confused. 
“Yes, a brownie is a little person that helps with chores and stuff,” Jeff said. “The girl that 

brought you here, Anastasia, is in charge of taking care of Alice.”
“But that’s besides the point, guys,” Sage started. “Harlow asked us about the Orcs and I 

think it’s only fair that we explain.”
“Sage is right,” Mars said. “Kona and Jeff, would you like to explain?”
“Sure thing, Mars,” they agreed
“The Orcs is a mythical creature that has been terrorizing Wonderdale for centuries,” 

Kona explained. 
“It lives in Crying Cave,” Jeff added. “No one’s ever made it out alive after seeing the Orcs, 

but it is said to be an evil creature with long fangs, red eyes and long arms.”
“Let’s say that someone needed to get something from this Orcs,” Harlow began. “How 

would one defeat it?”
Mars was the only one who knew how to answer this question. “The only way to defeat the 

Orcs is to take his teeth and head to the Crystal Lagoon before the sun sets on the Crystal 
Solstice. If not, Wonderdale will cease to exist.” 

The three girls didn’t know it yet, 
but they were soon to find out that the only way to return to their world was to save this one. 

TO BE CONTINUED….


