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The New Story 

in Room 240

By Angelyca Nevarez-Plaza 

and Ella Sasso

Have you noticed a new 

friendly face around school 

recently? Her name is Mrs. 

Escorcia. She started working 

here in November. When not 

busy teaching sixth grade math 

and science, Mrs. Escorcia can 

be found providing math help 

for students in grades one 

through five. 

Mrs. Escorcia has been a 

teacher for over twenty years! 

She has taught everything from 

nursery through eighth grade. 

In addition to working with her 

students, Mrs. Escorcia enjoys 

planning parties and activities 

with her family and friends. 

However, her favorite thing is to 

just spend time with her kids.  

Mrs. Escorcia’s friendly 

personality and caring attitude 

have made her a great addition 

to our school community. She 

summed it up best by saying, “I 

love the warm and welcoming 

community of St. Brigid’s.”

TAKING THE PLUNGE
By Aayden Stevens

Have you ever felt limited by the things you can 
do during winter? Well, here’s something new to try. 
Not only is it fun, it raises money for the 
Make-A-Wish Foundation. It’s called the Polar Bear 
Plunge and it happens every winter on Super Bowl 
Sunday. It’s an activity where people come together 
with family and friends to run into the freezing 
ocean. It sounds crazy, but it’s a unique way to raise 
money for a great cause. Make-A-Wish uses the 
money to help make the dreams of seriously ill kids 
come true. 

The first time I ever did the Polar Bear Plunge 
was in 2018. I went with a group of family friends to 
Long Beach. We gathered in a circle on the beach 
and did some kind of chant for courage, but I wasn’t 
nervous. In fact, I felt fine and I thought it was going 
to be a lot of fun. Once I ran through the sand, I fell 
head first into the water! It turns out, it wasn’t that 
great being in the very cold water. I only lasted about 
three minutes before I had to get out, but I didn’t run 
back to my warm car right away. I stayed on the 
ice-cold sand and watched as many other people did 
the exact same thing I’d done. Then, about a week or 
so later, I got sick, but it was worth it. After that, I 
felt fine and thought I wouldn’t mind doing it again.

I’d recommend the Polar Bear Plunge to anyone 
who likes doing dares in cold weather and raising 
money for a good cause. Hopefully, Covid-19 won’t 
keep people away and everyone will have a good time. 



ENDANGERED ANIMALS

ENDANGERED ANIMALS
By Daniel Montalvan

     Can you imagine being one of the 
last humans on earth? Well, that's exactly 
what is happening to many different 
animals. In fact, there are currently about 
16,000 endangered species. Endangered is 
a label used when an animal is almost 
completely gone or close to extinction. 
Learning about these animals is important 
because we might be able to help them 
before they are wiped out forever.

One example of an endangered 
animal is the Cross River Gorilla that lives 
in the forests and rainforests of Nigeria 
and Cameroon. Sadly, there are less than 
three hundred of these gorillas left in the 
wild. There are two reasons they are at 
risk. One is because of over-hunting. The 
second is because of habitat destruction 
which is when people cut down too many 
trees or destroy the environments and 
natural resources these gorillas need to 
survive. Without the protection they get 
from trees, the Cross River Gorilla can 
easily be hunted by both animal and 
human predators.

Another majestic animal in danger 
of becoming extinct is the tiger. Tigers are 
found in savannas, grasslands, rainforests, 
and in mangrove swamps. There are only 
about 3,900 tigers left in the entire world. 
It is estimated that by 2070, tigers will no 
longer exist in the wild. One main cause is 
excessive hunting. Another is habitat 
destruction which has led to a very low 
food supply for tigers. While there are 
laws against hunting tigers, they still don't 
prevent some people from hunting for 
trophies to hang on their walls.

One way to help is by bringing 
attention to this issue. Almost all kids love 
animals. If this topic is taught more in 
schools, kids could educate their families 
about it too. Together, we can all try to 
make a difference..

REPTILES and AMPHIBIANS
By Julianna Massina      

You may know a lot about mammals, but 
how much do you know about reptiles and 
amphibians? People often mix them up because 
they share similar coloring. In addition, they’re 
both four-legged and have similar diets. However, 
these creatures are actually very different.
    Reptiles are easy to identify by their 
rough, scaly skin. Their color varies between 
yellow, green, brown, orange, and even blue. 
These cold-blooded creatures can be found on 
every continent except Antarctica. Larger 
reptiles usually live the longest. A large reptile 
like a crocodile or a snake can live more than 
twenty years. All reptiles need water, warmth, 
and nutrients to survive. Many are sold in exotic 
pet stores. Bearded dragons, chameleons, 
geckos, and snakes are common reptile pets. 

Unlike reptiles, amphibians have smooth skin 
that includes all sorts of colors. For example, 
poisonous amphibians are brightly colored. 
Amphibians can also be found all over the world. 
Most amphibians are aquatic and live in the 
water. Others may live on land, but near water. 
There are three types of amphibians: 
frogs/toads, newts, and salamanders. Frogs and 
newts can live up to twenty years of age. 
Believe it or not, salamanders can live up to one 
hundred years! Amphibians need similar things as 
reptiles for survival like food, water, and some 
warmth. Amphibians are also sold in exotic pet 
stores. Common amphibians to keep as pets are 
frogs, toads and axolotls, a type of salamander. I 
actually have two tree frogs myself!
     I’d recommend doing further research if 
you want to be a vet, a reptile/amphibian 
breeder, or if you just want one as a pet. Of all 
animals, reptiles and amphibians are my personal 
favorites because they’re fun and fascinating,



Room to Dream
Reviewed by Nadia Bey and Melissa Katz

“Some things were easier to say to 
four hundred thousand people than to just 
one.” This thought went through Mia’s head in 
the recently published Room to Dream.. 
Readers first met Mia in Kelly Yang’s award 
winning books Front Desk and Three Keys. 
Now, fans will discover how Mia concludes 
her uplifting story.

Throughout the series, thirteen year 
old Mia Tang has had to deal with racist 
bullies. In addition, finances have always been 
a big problem ever since her parents began 
working at the Calivista Motel. She also 
worries about the growing tension between 
herself and her friend Jason ever since 
they kissed. After all, she has a crush on 
Deshawn which causes people to call her 
boy crazy. Through it all, Mia always had her 
writing to help when life got hard, but now 
she’s even struggling with that.

In Room to Dream, Mia returns to 
China to visit her cousin Shen. While there, 
she starts writing about her life. Soon, it 
gets published in Chinese newspapers. This 
was a huge milestone. In addition, Mia 
receives good advice from Shen that can 
help her friendship with Jason. These 
experiences give her the confidence she 
needs to deal with her new life in California.
 Room to Dream deserves ten out of 
ten stars! Readers who enjoy motivating 
stories about characters who overcome 
discrimination will appreciate this book! If 
you’re over the age of nine, you should head 
to your local Barnes and Nobles or library 
to start reading the whole entire series. 

Discover the Genius Files
Reviewed by Mickael Williams

What would you do if a group of 
evil villains was chasing you and your 
family non-stop across the United States? 
If that sounds like something you’d 
actually like to AVOID, then check out an 
exciting and funny series by Dan Gutman 
called The Genius Files. There are five books 
in this totally exhilarating fiction series. 
Each one contains mystery, action and 
interesting facts about strange vacation 
spots all over America. The series has 
something for everyone which is why it 
won a Family Choice Award in 2017.

There are a lot of settings 
throughout this series as the McDonald 
family takes a cross-country roadtrip. 
Along the way, they visit museums, 
factories and weird roadside attractions. 
The main characters are Coke and Pepsi, 
twelve-year old twins. Coke has a 
photographic memory and Pepsi is great at 
solving puzzles and riddles. The twins are 
also part of a secret group of spies started 
by Dr. Herman Warsaw. Like all the other 
kids in the group, Coke and Pepsi have 
genius level IQs, but they have no idea 
about Dr. Warsaw’s evil plans for them. In 
every book, the twins must outsmart the 
bad guys chasing them. Will they ever find 
out why this is happening to them? Will 
they ever get a chance to enjoy a normal 
vacation with their parents? To find out, 
give The Genius Files series a try.

I rate this series a ten out of ten. I 
recommend it to anyone who likes 
mystery, suspense, humor and teamwork. 
This series is perfect for kids nine and 
older. If you can’t find these books in your 
local library, our school library has lots of 
copies waiting just for you!



MEET LOONA
By Leilah Perez

Do you like pop songs? Or 
maybe electronic music? From ballad 
to synthpop, the K-pop girl group 
LOONA has it all! Korean pop, also 
known as K-pop, became popular in 
America around 2012 when music and 
videos from South Korea exploded on 
social media. Performers like Girls 
Generation, EXO, and PSY have all 
stunned fans with their outstanding 
vocals,complex rap,and challenging, 
catchy dance routines. Some people 
think K-pop is a new genre, but it 
has many musical influences like  
rock, hip-hop, electronic, ballads, 
and disco. If you like those, you 
might like LOONA!

LOONA, also known as Girl of the Month, is a twelve member girl group 
with lots of songs that are all unique. Before LOONA, each member released 
a solo project as a way to introduce themselves to the public. From there, 
each artist joined one of three subunits called LOONA YYXY, LOONA Odd Eye 
Circle, and LOONA ⅓ before eventually all coming together to form LOONA. 
They released the pre-debut song favorite in early August 2018, and 
released their debut song Hi High later that same month. Since then, the 
group has released many more songs and gained enormous international fame.

So, why should you check out LOONA? First, this group has around 112 
songs in total including remixes, instrumentals, and sponsored songs. Every 
single song has its own distinct sound so there is a strong likelihood that 
at least one might suit your taste. In addition, every member has an 
amazing voice that makes LOONA’s songs so alluring. Furthermore, LOONA 
includes dramatic and original choreography in their video performances 
while each member simultaneously sings or raps. Even more appealing to 
their loyal fans, each idol has their own fun personality which makes their 
vlogs and livestreams so refreshing. 

From powerful vocals to mesmerizing choreography, LOONA has it all. I 
recommend giving them a chance. Maybe after listening to their music, 
you’ll become an Orbit, as LOONA fans are known. Give LOONA a try, they 
might become your new favorite group!



ANIME 
By Melissa Tolentino

Have you ever heard of anime? It is a specific style of Japanese 
animation. All anime shows are animated cartoons, but not all 
cartoons are anime. Anime started in Japan. The first animated film 
came out in Japan in 1971. Anime is still really popular today. 

Some of the most popular anime shows are Dragon Ball, 
Pokemon, Naruto, My Hero Academia and Fullmetal Alchemist. One 
reason anime shows are so popular is the exciting plots that have 
martial arts, science fiction, horror and romance. Also, the stories are 
told in chapters that leave viewers wanting more. 

People can watch anime shows on Netflix, Hulu, Funimation and 
Tubi TV. My favorite anime show is Your Name  because of the drama 
and the really happy ending. Death Note is my other favorite because 
it is really entertaining to watch. Anyone who likes action, drama and 
cartoons with style will like anime. Here is what some other kids have 
to say about anime:

Alan B: “Pokemon is an amazing show for all ages. The storytelling is 
wonderful and it shows that anything can be done with the power of 
friendship.”
Angelyca: “One of my favorite anime shows is Haikyuu!! I enjoy the 
humorous and funny plots, and the excitement of the volleyball games that 
take place.”
Eden: “My favorite anime show is My Hero Academia because it has good 
animation, dramatic fight scenes and plots that draw me in.”
Joshley: “I really like Noragami because it’s funny, interesting and has 
good character development.”
Justin O: “I like the action in Attack on Titan. I really like how the 
characters transform into Titans. One way is to get a vaccine. Another way 
is when an important Titan is in his human form, he can be consumed by 
someone who  wants to gain his power.”
Sarah H.: My favorite anime show would probably be Erased because it 
has plot twists and the episodes are not that long.”



Fashionable  Literature
By Olivia  Nunez

Preppy
Do you love beachy vibes? Then 

Love and Gelato is perfect for you. 
The book by Jenna Evans Welch is a 

lighthearted and romantic story 
which makes it a perfect option 

for a VACATION READ. 
The main character, Lina, 

struggles after the loss of her mom 
to cancer. She tries to find her real 
dad while spending the summer in 

Italy. This is a fun, adventurous and 
charming story for teens. Fans of 
this book would probably love the 

flowy, feminine, and chic bohemian- 
preppy fashion style.

Y2K
The style of the 2000s makes a 

comeback in The Clique, 
a young adult REALISTIC FICTION 
series. The books are full of rich 

kid problems, mean girl drama and 
great outfits! Many of the main 

characters in Lisi Harrison’s series 
embrace every element of the Y2K 
fashion style. Fans of The Clique 

may enjoy wearing vintage clothes 
from the late-1990s through the 
mid-2000s that might actually 
capture the childhood style of 

their millennial parents! 



Fashionable  Literature
By HannahDiaz Contreras

Jane Austen’s Pride and 
Prejudice is a great example of 

REALISM AND ROMANCE in 
literature. While the classic has 
many romantic literary elements, 
it also makes readers wonder if  
happily-ever-after is a real thing 

or not. Fans of Pride and 
Prejudice and other Austen 

novels might enjoy the 
LIGHT ACADEMIA FASHION trend 
because it celebrates romance, 
intelligence, and independence. 
The overall look includes light 
colored blouses, pants, cozy, 

sweaters, cardigans, 
and chunky loafers.

The GOTHIC LITERARY STYLE includes dark and 
mysterious story elements. Edgar Allen Poe was a  

gothic writer whose work was usually sad, scary, or 
gloomy. His most famous poem, The Raven, is told 

from the point of view of a man mourning the death 
of a woman named Lenore. The poem is eerie and 
romantic at the same time because Lenore’s death 

literally haunts the man. Here is an excerpt:
Once upon a midnight dreary, 

while I pondered, weak and weary,
Over many a quaint and curious volume 

of forgotten lore—
Poe fans might enjoy the GOTH FASHION STYLE 

which includes clothes with dark colors like 
black, crimson, and deep greens 

as well as accessories with mysterious auras..



THE MET GALA 2021
By Riley Mcleod and Eliana Lyons

      

        

Singer/rapper Rihanna and 
 rapper A$AP ROCKY wore creations 

by BALENCIAGA and ERL.
Actor Lili Reinhart wore 
a dress with fifty flowers 
designed by Christian 
Siriano. Each flower 

represents one 
of the fifty states. 

Actor/singer Jennifer Lopez 
wore  a Ralph Lauren 

dress with a high side-leg slit 
and a faux-fur wrap.

Rapper Megan Thee Stallion 
wore a bedazzled Coach 

ballgown with a ruffled hem. 

The Costume Institute Gala, also known as the Met Gala, is a fundraising event for the Metropolitan Museum of Art 
in New York City. It is organized each year by Vogue magazine to raise money for the museum’s Costume Institute 

which is now called the Anna Wintour Costume Center. She has been Vogue’s editor for twenty-five years. 
Vogue invites celebrities that are really hot at the moment. Others who are lucky to attend probably work at Vogue 
or are friends of Anna Wintour. It also helps to be really wealthy to attend this fundraiser. The event first began in 

1948. Although the Gala is usually held every May at the museum, the last one was rescheduled due to Covid. 
HERE are some of our favorite looks from the most recent Met Gala held on September 13, 2021.  

The theme was American fashion. 

  Rapper lil Nas X wore a                
sparkling bodysuit.   



THE DARK SIDE OF FASHION
By Eden Dopwell

Chances are, you’ve had some interaction with fashion during your lifetime. But have you ever 
stopped to think about who made it, what’s in it, or if the product is really good for you? Has it ever 
occurred to you that the fashion community is not as perfect as you think? Even people who love fashion 
might be surprised to discover that the industry is deeply flawed. Continue reading to uncover the dark 
side of fashion.

The fashion industry has everything to do with the design, manufacturing, and selling of clothing 
around the world. Fashion is a $2.5 trillion dollar a year industry. In fact, Americans spent $380 million 
on clothes in 2017. However, due to the effects of COVID-19, prices have surged. This is partly due to 
issues with transportation and the availability of workers. While the fashion industry makes lots of 
money, it is not always done in the most ethical way. This article will address some of this industry’s 
most questionable practices including harmful chemicals in cosmetics, child labor, fast fashion, cultural 
appropriation, and lack of model inclusivity.

Fashion can be expensive. There are so many things that need to be done in order to make a good 
product that people will buy. Therefore, when manufacturers can save dollars, they will. However, this 
can mean putting cheap and often unhealthy chemicals into cosmetic products. This includes tar, 
silicones, sulfates, and parabens. Tar is a sticky, toxic substance made from coal. It can irritate your 
lungs if inhaled and your stomach if it is eaten. Tar is mainly found in hair dyes and lipsticks. Silicones 
are primarily used in hair conditioners. Over time, they build up on your hair and can cause it to become 
dehydrated, weak, and prone to breakage. Even worse, if you are not using a water-soluble form of 
silicone, it can be extremely hard to wash off. Sulfates are mainly used in shampoos to strip dirt and oil 
from your hair. However, they can take away too much moisture and can leave your scalp dry and 
irritated. In the worst-case scenario, they can cause temporary hair loss.

One of the worst things about the fashion industry is the labor used. For example, micah, a mineral 
used in highlighters and eyeshadows, is mined by children in Madagascar and India. Sadly, they earn 
very little for working in such dangerous settings. In some cases, they aren’t even paid a dollar per pound 
for the micah they mine. Fortunately, some companies have committed to going micah-free because they 
do not want to support child labor. Then there are fast-fashion companies that produce clothing in bulk. 
Sweatshop workers around the world labor for endless hours for very little money producing low-cost 
fast-fashion items. The quality of these products makes them more affordable. Unfortunately, it has 
recently resulted in a trend on social media where people buy a bunch of fast-fashion from certain 
retailers. Then they post videos of their hauls on social media. The problem with this is that they never 
intended to keep all the clothes they bought. Some videos show them dumping the unwanted clothes 
straight into the garbage with the tags still on them. Consumers have to decide if they want to continue 
buying fast-fashion or spend more on sustainable clothing. A good alternative is to shop thrift stores for 
great recycled apparel. 



Another downside of the fashion industry is cultural appropriation which is taking something 
from one culture and presenting it as your own original idea. Some examples are when popular 
celebrities and TikTokers wear dreadlocks, box braids, and other traditional Afro-hair styles without 
giving proper credit to the cultures that first created them. It can be very hurtful when black children see 
famous white celebrities getting praised for the same textured styles they may have been bullied or 
teased for wearing. Cultural appropriation affects other groups too. For example, America’s Top Model 
often used styles and poses that appeared to mock Asian and Native-American people and culture. It is 
important for all of us to speak out when this happens. If we don’t use our voices for good, then 
companies will continue this practice. 

Yet another negative part of fashion which affects African-Americans like myself is the lack of 
inclusivity. We have grown up with advertisements that suggest textured hair is not as good as straight 
hair. Surprisingly, this kind of judgment even takes place inside the curly/coily hair community. For 
example, many social media posts seem to praise Type 1 hair more than the others on the official Hair 
Type Chart. It was developed by stylist Andre Walker to classify different hair types. It starts by labeling 
straight hair first as Type 1 and ends with tightly coiled hair as Type 4c. Lots of people want the chart to 
include more examples because not everyone’s hair is represented. Some disrespectful social media users 
think they are funny by posting “examples” of 4c hair using pictures of dry and bushy hair. It would be 
nice to see more advertisements and posts that support and celebrate the beauty of tight curls. 

Finally, the fashion industry, past and present, has excluded plus-size, disabled, and ethnic 
models. People need to see models who represent all of society, not just the super skinny. Promoting 
inclusivity in the fashion industry is a good way to improve the self-esteem and brand-loyalty of 
potential customers. It is important to teach everyone to appreciate themselves so they won’t develop 
unhealthy habits. Everyone is beautiful no matter what they look like. Beauty comes from within, and it 
is important to take care of yourself and your health.

In conclusion, the fashion industry is not a perfect community. It has a lot of work to do so that 
everyone involved, from designers, workers, models, and customers, are treated with respect and 
dignity. As the customers, it’s up to us to research the products we buy. We can’t rely on social media 
influencers to tell us the truth. Ultimately, research and education are key, especially in the world we live 
in today.

Examples of cultural appropriation seen 
on America’s Next Top Model 

and Keeping up with the Kardashians.



The idea for creating Women’s History Month began in California in 1978.  That’s when 
the Education Task Force of Sonoma County on the Commission on the Status of Women 
was formed. The need for Women’s History Month started because women’s history was 
mainly an untaught subject, not just in California, but all over the world. In 1979, Molly 
Murphy MacGregor, a member of the task force, was invited to the Women’s History 
Institute at Sarah Lawerence College. The people there agreed that the historical 
contributions of women were suppressed in school textbooks. They proposed the idea of 
having a Women’s History Week with March 8th designated to be the main day of 
celebration. As school districts began promoting this week, word spread. In February of 
1980, President Jimmy Carter made the week of March 8th National Women’s History Week. 
By 1986, fourteen states had ratified March as National Women’s History Month. In 1987, 
Congress passed it as a national celebration in all fifty states.

In this word search, there are more than fifty names of incredible women from 
history. If you find all of them, email me and Mrs. Verrelli to receive a NUT card or snack 
card. Try your best and good luck! :)

Celebrating Women’s History
By Eden Dopwell

*Claudette Colvin
*Zora Neale Hurston
*Rosa Parks
*Judy Blume
*Audre Lorde
*Stacey Abrams
*Maya Angelou
*Helen Keller
*Agatha Christie
*Raven Wilkinson
*Ida B. Wells
Vonetta Flowers
*Michelle Obama
*Mary Shelley
*Venus Williams
*Georgia O’Keeffe
*Pocahontas
*Emily Dickinson
*Althea Gibson
*Malala Yousafzai
*Wangari Maathai
*Octavia E. Butler
*Josephine Baker
*Bessie Coleman
*Anne Frank
*Madame
C.J. Walker
*Amanda Gorman
*Serena Williams

*Marie Curie
*Grace Hopper
*Amelia Earhart
*Whitney Houston
*Eleanor Roosevelt
*Gabby Douglas
*Jane Goodall
*Aretha Franklin
*Shirley Chisholm
*Maya Lin
*Ruby Bridges
*Rachel Carson
*Frida Khalo
*Phillis Wheatley
*Sally Ride
*Flo-Jo
*Coretta
Scott-King
*Chien-Shiung Wu
*Fannie Lou Hamer
*Sacagawea
*Nellie Bly
*Sonia Sotomayor
*Misty Copeland
*Sojourner Truth
*Ada Lovelace
*Harriet Tubman
*Simone Biles
*Alice Ball
*Queen
Elizabeth I



DESIGN-A-SNEAKER CONTEST
By Roberto Aracena, Sarah Hidalgo, and Mia Seaman

There are many things that can bring an outfit together from jewelry to 
shoes. For us, the best thing to bring an outfit together is a great pair of 

sneakers. We all have our favorite sneakers. 
Some people like Nike, Jordans, Vans, or even plain white ones. 

Wouldn’t it be great to design your own sneakers?  We thought it would 
be fun to see what kind of unique designs students from grades three 

through eight could come up with. We got a lot of great pictures, 
and some of our favorites are on the next two pages, 

but first enjoy these fun sneaker facts:

FUN FACTS
●Sneakers were invented in the 18th century in England. 
●Sneakers are different from traditional shoes or boots because they 

only have rubber soles on the bottom.
●Sneakers came from the English words sneak out because the rubber 

soles made no noise while walking.
●Sneakers are not just for athletes. They are also worn for fashion and 

are a part of everyday casual wear.
●Sneakers became a really big part of the fashion industry in the 1990s 

when popular sports stars like Michael Jordan had sneakers named after 
them. 

●Back in the 1980s, new editions of Nike Air Jordans were only released 
on Saturdays so people didn't skip school to buy them.

●One of the most expensive sneakers ever sold was a pair of Nike Jordan 
1s. They were sold at an auction for $615,000! The reason this pair sold 
for so much money is because Michael Jordan actually wore them and 
signed them. 

●One of the most expensive sneakers ever sold was Kanye West’s Nike 
Air Yeezy. They were sold at an auction for $1.8 million! As you can see, 
designing and selling sneakers can make a lot of money.
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Cavegame to Minecraft, How Did We Get Here?
By Anthony Comayagua

Minecraft is one of the best video games today. It was created in 2009, but it 
was released to the public in 2011. Minecraft can be played on many platforms 
such as Microsoft Windows, Nintendo, Playstation, Xbox, Android, iOS and more. 
The person who made Minecraft is Markus Persson, or Notch as most people call 
him. At first, Minecraft was owned by a company called Mojang. Later, Microsoft 
bought Mojang. Minecraft currently has about 140 million active users which 
makes it more popular than the game Roblox. 

Minecraft, which has a 4.9 star rating, is recommended for players ten and 
older. To start, you need to decide which version you want. The costs range from 
$7.99 to $40.99. The cheapest version of Minecraft is called Bedrock. Next is the 
Java version. Other versions are the Education Edition, Nintendo Switch Edition, 
Minecraft: Dungeons, Minecraft Story Mode, and many more! After you buy and 
download the Minecraft app, you need to create an account. Then you can sign in 
and play whenever you want.  

The object of Minecraft is to slay the Ender Dragon, but it’s not so easy. 
That’s because Minecraft is an endless game! To begin playing, you’ll need to get 
some tools. I recommend a wooden pickaxe because then you can make additional 
tools out of stone in order to get iron. With the iron you mine and collect, you can 
then make a bucket, as well as iron weapons, iron tools, iron armor, iron shields, 
flint and steel. If you are lucky, you might find diamonds. With those diamonds, 
you can make a diamond pickaxe which can be used to gather obsidian. This 
important mineral will help you enter the Nether where you can get blaze rods 
from the Blaze and ender pearls from Endermen. After that, you can make Eyes of 
Ender that will lead you to the portal. However, you will need twelve Eyes of Ender 
to light the portal, but if you are lucky some eyes are already there. Once you light 
the portal, you may enter it and try to destroy all the crystals on the obsidian 
pillars. Then, and only then, can you slay the Ender Dragon and beat the game! 

Of course, like in everything else, Minecraft has some bad parts. There are 
hackers, scammers, and trollers. Sometimes, Minecraft can also accidentally 
delete the worlds you have created. Luckily, Minecraft has more good than bad! 
It’s a great way to use your imagination to build anything you want  and to make 
friends while you’re doing it. I think I’ll be a fan of Minecraft forever! 

This is 
the 
Ender 
Dragon.



Have you ever wondered how Elon Musk became so successful? He is an 
engineer, an inventor, and the CEO of several companies such as SpaceX and Tesla. 
His work has helped shape technology for years to come, but who exactly is Elon Musk?

Elon Musk was born in Pretoria, South Africa on June 28, 1971. As a child, he went 
to the Waterkloof House Preparatory School where he was often bullied. Sadly, this led 
him to being alone a lot. He soon became very interested in computer programming. He 
read many books on the subject and even created a video game at the age of twelve 
which he sold to a computer magazine. When he grew up, Musk moved to the United 
States and went to college at the University of Pennsylvania where he earned a 
bachelor's degree in physics and economics. Later, he went to Stanford University to 
study physics, but he left the program after only two  days to pursue entrepreneurship.

Eventually, Musk became involved in a 
project called Zip2 which earned him 
millions of dollars. After that, he began 
SpaceX, a company interested in launching 
advanced rockets for space exploration. In 
2003, Musk drove a TZero, an early electric 
vehicle. This sparked his decision to start 
the company Tesla to design and sell 
efficient and stylish electric cars. Then, in 
2008, Musk’s SpaceX successfully launched 
the rocket Falcon 1 into space. It was the 
beginning of a whole new space race. 

In my opinion, Elon Musk is a smart 
engineer who definitely deserves all his 
success. His achievements affect life today 
in some way or another. The Teslas created 
by Musk can help prevent the usage of fossil 
fuels, and keep the environment healthy. 
Regarding the future, Musk might create 
solar powered Teslas that can recharge 
themselves. He could even move on to 
create a space station or possibly build 
electric boats. Elon Musk has a bright future, 
and I can’t wait to see what else he comes 
up with next.

Elon Musk
By Luke Lazo



ANIME vs. COMICS 
BATTLE ROYALE
BY JOSHLEY JEAN MARY

This bracket shows a battle royale between 
comic and anime characters. The winner of 
each battle goes to the next round, but the 

loser will be out for good. The character that
 is left is the ultimate champion. Winners and 

losers are determined by me.

ANIME CHARACTERS COMIC CHARACTERS

Rimuru Tempest

      Zeno

Anos Voldigoad

The Truth

Rimuru Tempest

Galactus

The One Above All

Knull

The One Above All

Anos Voldigoad

Anos Voldigoad

Anos Voldigoad

The One Above All

Eternity

Shazam

Eternity

Kumoko

Ainz Ooal Gown

Rimuru Tempest

Brio

Santa Claus

The One Above All

        Anos Voldigoad

Highfather

Highfather

Satima

Kumoko



CELEBRATE  CARNIVAL!
By Jonathan Joseph

What’s the first thing that comes to mind when you think of Carnival in the 

Caribbean? I think of colors, costumes, music, dancing, eating, singing and joy! 

There are many different countries located in the Caribbean Sea. There’s Jamaica, 

where the fastest runner in the world was born. There’s Barbados, the birthplace of 

superstar Rihanna. There’s Trinidad and Tobago where the first black Miss Universe 

was born. There’s Haiti, the world's first independent black republic. Each part of 

the Caribbean islands is unique and special, and they all celebrate Carnival! It is a 

colorful festival that honors the culture of this beautiful region.

  Carnival first started in Trinidad and Tobago around 1846. Today, the event 

usually takes place in February or March, or right before Lent begins, but some 

places may have it at different times of the year. It can last for six days or more 

depending on the location. One way people celebrate is by dressing up in a fun and 

special way known as Mas which is short for masquerade. Traditional dances are 

performed and people march in parades. Even though people are busy dancing and 

having fun, it's also important to taste some of the many delicious delicacies of the 

Caribbean too!

 I chose to write about this topic because I like good food, great music, 

dressing up, dancing and the Caribbean Carnival has it ALL! Sharing this part of 

Caribbean culture was a lot of fun too.



THE LEGEND 
OF 

THE LEPRECHAUN
By Anthony Frodella and Justin Torres

What do you envision when you think of 
leprechauns? You probably think of the little guy from 
Lucky Charms cereal standing on a rainbow, but 
there's a lot more to the legend than that. The legend 
of the leprechaun came from Ireland in the eighth 
century A.D. Leprechauns are still popular today 
because they are associated with the luck of the Irish 
and St. Patrick’s Day. However, leprechauns also have 
their special holiday each year in May. 

According to Irish folktales, leprechauns are tiny 
men dressed in green who wear pointed hats and 
maybe smoke a pipe. They are usually portrayed as 
adventurous, brave, smart, and sneaky. The job 
leprechauns have is fixing or making tiny shoes to sell 
to fairies. They are paid in gold which they hide at the 
end of rainbows. People try very hard to find and steal 
this gold because according to the legend, a 
leprechaun’s gold coins can make wishes come true.

In our opinion, the legend of the leprechaun is 
interesting because it tells a lot about Ireland’s history 
and culture. We also think it’s funny how leprechauns 
are shown as mean and grouchy,  but they are just 
trying to protect their gold.

Leprechaun Day is May 13th



          

           Easter Eggs
By Marina Montjoy and Samantha Wiegand

Wait! Did you see that? Hey,what's that over there?! 
Why, it’s an elusive Disney Easter Egg! What exactly is a Disney Easter Egg? 

It is something that Disney animators sneak into their movies like hidden 
treasures for fans to discover. It’s similar to a traditional hidden Easter egg, but 
for movies! An example of this might be characters from one movie being subtly 
placed into the background of a different film! 

Disney is a well known animation company first created by Walt Disney, an 
American television producer, showman, and businessman. His many characters 
include Mickey Mouse and Donald Duck. Disney’s first movie was Steamboat Willie 
released in 1928. He opened his first theme park, Disneyland, in California in 
1955. The Disney empire grew in 1971 when Disney World opened in Florida. Some 
other famous park locations are Paris, Tokyo, Hong Kong and Hawaii. Today, 
Disney is a multi-billion dollar company with a global presence. More importantly, 
it still provides joy to Disney fans around the world.

Here are some of our favorite Disney Easter Eggs: 
1. In Encanto, Bruno has the boot plant from Wall-E in his hideout.
2. During the bicycle race scene in Luca, the Pizza Planet truck fromToy Story 

appears in the background.
3. During the Frozen coronation scene, Rapunzel and Flynn Rider fromTangled 

can be seen entering the room.
4. As Gaston was falling off the castle in Beauty and the Beast, viewers can see 

skulls in his eyes.
5. When Zootopia’s Duke Weaselton is selling movies, viewers can see they are 

actually animal versions of Disney movies such as Pig-Hero 6.
6. Pinocchio makes an appearance with the Genie in Aladdin.
7. As Randal is camouflaging into the wall during a scene in Monsters; Inc., he 

transforms into the clouds that are famous fromToy Story. 
8. On the wall of Andy’s room in Toy Story, there is a large watch with 
        Mickey Mouse in the middle. 
9. In the beginning of The Little Mermaid, as King Trident enters the scene, 

Goofy and Donald Duck appear in the background.
10. Maleficent’s spinning wheel can be seen in Rapunzel’s tower during the song 

When Will My Life Begin fromTangled.



HAPPY BIRTHDAY, DR. SEUSS!
By Aayden Stevens

     Dr. Seuss was born in March 1904 in Springfield, Massachusetts. His real name 
was Theodor Seuss Geisel. During his long career, he wrote more than sixty books 
for children. His first book, And to Think That I Saw it on Mulberry Street, was 
published in 1937! His most famous book is The Cat In The Hat. His books have been 
translated into fifteen different languages so people who don’t speak English can 
also enjoy them. Sadly, Dr. Seuss passed away in 1991. Each year, we celebrate Dr. 
Seuss and his books on March 2nd. Here are some hats designed by our 
kindergarteners inspired by The Cat in the Hat.



Basketball
By Isabela Catanzaro

Are you looking for a sport that can develop deep concentration and self-discipline? Then you 
should try basketball! This competitive game was invented by gym teacher James Naismith back in 1891. 
He created it so his students could play a physical sport inside during the cold winter months. To this 
day, basketball is still a popular sport that is enjoyed by many people around the globe.
       Basketball is a simple game where one team tries to move a ball down the court and throw it 
through the other team’s hoop. The team with the most points at the end is the winner. The only 
equipment required for basketball is a ball, a hoop, and a place to play. The first of the game’s five basic 
rules is that players must always dribble the ball with one hand while moving. The second rule is the 
player’s hand must stay on top of the ball while dribbling. The third rule is the player can only take one 
turn at dribbling. That means they can’t get another chance until after another player has had control 
of the ball. The fourth rule is players must keep the ball in bounds. Finally, once a team has crossed over 
half-court, they can’t return into the backcourt. 

Basketball has many benefits like building endurance, improving coordination, and developing 
concentration. I’ve been playing it for almost three and a half years. I have never been on a team, but I 
am willing to try later on. Even though it’s not my favorite sport, I still enjoy playing it. I would 
recommend it to anyone who loves a fast-paced and action-packed athletic competition.

If you’re reading this newspaper, chances are you go to school here. If 
you're one of our middle school girls who likes sports, then check out our 
volleyball program. Even though this year’s team has been formed, you can learn 
more about the program for next year! This great game was called mintonette 
when it was invented in 1895. One of the great benefits of playing volleyball is 
that it improves blood flow which helps get oxygen and other important 
nutrients moving around your body. It’s also just good fun too! 

Any girl from sixth through eighth grade interested in playing this sport 
can join the popular after-school program run by gym teacher Mr. D'Auria, also 
known as Mr. D. While there are no official tryouts, Mr. D. has drills and 
scrimmages to make cuts to the roster. Anyone who is cut is welcome to try again 
next year. Remaining players must come to practice every Tuesday from 3:00 to 
4:30PM, but times can change depending on the boys basketball team’s schedule. 
Eventually, our volleyball team will play against other Catholic schools in the area. 
I really like the volleyball program. We do all kinds of drills and our coach always 
motivates us. I even wish practice would last until 5:00PM!

2022 
Volleyball Team

Nadia Bey, 7A
L. Bonilla-Guerra, 8B
Isabela Catanzaro, 7B
Joanne Ciceron, 8A

Alba Dolengewicz, 8A
Madison Frooks,  8B

Jaslyn Garcia, 7B
Caitlyn Holman, 8B
Isabella Molina, 8B
Marina Montjoy, 7B 

V. Mormando, 8B
Maggie Nunez, 8A

Ella Sasso, 7B
Mia Seaman, 7A
S. Wiegand, 7B

      

Our School’s 
Volleyball Program

By Jaslyn Garcia



SOCCER
By Gabriella Hernandez

     Soccer is played by everyone from famous athletes like Cristiano Ronaldo and 
Lionel Messi to regular people like you and me. It is an enjoyable and competitive sport 
that has lots of benefits. Soccer is played all over the world because it’s an exciting and 
challenging form of exercise and provides fun entertainment. In fact, it’s the most 
popular sport in the world. Believe it or not, soccer can be traced back to 220 BC and the 
Han Dynasty of ancient China. It evolved into the game we play today around 1863 in the 
United Kingdom.
     The equipment needed to play soccer includes cleats, high knee-socks, goal nets, 
and, of course, a soccer ball. Optional equipment is goalkeeper gloves and cones for 
practice. The basic goal of the game is to score the most points by kicking the ball with 
your feet into the other team's goal. Players have to move the ball down the field or pass it 
to open teammates all while trying to keep it away from their opponents. There are 
eleven players on one side including the field players and one goalkeeper. The most 
important position is the goalkeeper who must prevent the other team from scoring. 
Then there are the left, right, and midfielder positions. Behind them are the defenders. 
The strikers, the players who shoot to the goal, are up front. Anyone can improve their 
soccer performance by setting a goal and practicing as frequently as possible. For 
example, juggling, shooting, and running can be practiced alone. Then friends can play a 
match to test each other's skills. 
     There are so many benefits to playing soccer. It’s a healthy and fun way to stay in 
shape. It can even improve the way people think because it emphasizes being patient and 
the importance of teamwork and cooperation. Also, watching the games on television is 
fascinating entertainment to enjoy alone or with family. Since soccer can be played at 
many different levels, it’s great for all ages. I started playing in my early years and have 
had lots of great experiences along the way. In my opinion, soccer is the best sport 
because it brings out my happiness and makes me feel proud when I accomplish 
something on the field that I’ve been practicing. It also helps me bond with most of my 
friends and family. Soccer is my passion.  
     I would highly recommend soccer to kids and adults who are always up for a 
challenge. I also think people who have a hard time finding something to be proud of 
might find success with this great sport. It doesn’t matter how young or old, everyone can 
enjoy soccer. If you want to give it a try, check out Shooting Stars Sports, Soccer 4 Kids, 
East Meadow Soccer Club, PK Soccer, Inc., and Panthers Soccer School. The best way to 
start, however, is to just go outside and play with your friends.

Yellow Card - Warning   
Red Card - Remove Player
Combination Card - Player is removed for 
the rest of the match and there is no 
substitution allowed.

    PENALTY CARDS:



Equestrianism
By Mia Seaman

When people think of horses, they may think of magical creatures or  unicorns. 
Believe it or not, there are special horses that can do some amazing things in a sport 
called equestrianism. It’s when a person rides a horse while the animal does amazing 
jumps, dances, and tricks. People like me who do this sport are called equestrians.  A 
good equestrian never tells the horse what to do because they are equal parts of the 
same team. They share a strong connection as they do cool and sometimes dangerous 
activities together.

Show jumping is one type of equestrian activity. It is when a person rides on top 
of a horse as it jumps over very colorful obstacles set up in a ring. Some of these 
obstacles are not small at all. In fact, they can reach up to five feet high. New riders do 
not just start jumping obstacles that big. They have to ride and practice for years first. 
Dressage is another equestrian activity. It’s a very graceful yet challenging event 
where a rider and a horse must do specific movements that look like dancing. There is 
no jumping in dressage because the dancing movements are very hard to master. 
Eventing is an equestrian competition. It has three parts including dressage, show 
jumping and cross country jumps over trees and nature. Points are lost for every 
mistake. The winner has the most points at the end of all three parts. 

I have been doing this sport for about one year and five months at Gold Coast 
Equestrian located in Brookville. I love that it encourages me to never give up. For 
example, if I don’t do my best during one lesson, my trainer will always tell me to just 
try again. Also, I love making connections with these majestic animals because they 
are amazing and intelligent. I used to be really afraid of horses, but then I started 
going to horse camp which turned into lessons. Now, I can do jumping and have even 
become a camp counselor. 

I would recommend equestrian activities to people who are both physically and 
mentally strong and like being around animals. New riders should remember it can be 
a dangerous sport because working with 1,000 pound horses can be challenging.  
Although I really think a lot of people should try this sport, it can be VERY expensive 
and time consuming so it might not be right for everyone. I am very grateful to be able 
to do this sport. Maybe you should try it too!

   
      



After I finished packing, I put everything in my truck. Before I started the long drive, I sat 
thinking about how it would be seeing my friends again after so long. I hope it won’t be 
awkward. “Everything will be fine,” I finally told myself as I put my hands on the steering wheel, 
my foot on the gas, and started driving north. When I got to the cabin, I noticed Raylen had 
arrived before me. I went up and hugged her. It was uncomfortable at first, but then we started 
talking and it felt like no time had passed at all. When Alex showed up, it felt like old times. 

By the time we all made it inside, we still hadn’t run out of things to say. After putting our 
bags away in the same rooms we’d always stayed in, we turned on the main room’s TV. The 
news was on and apparently there was going to be a surprise spring snowstorm.“Ugh! Why 
did it have to snow on this April weekend?” I thought. 

After the news, we all decided it would be smart to get the snow shovels from the shed, 
but when I went to open the front door it wouldn’t work. We each took a turn trying to open it, 
but the door wouldn’t budge. It was stuck! After a few moments of stunned silence, I 
remembered we could try to climb out through the large kitchen window. When we entered the 
kitchen, there was a note on the counter that read, “Are you looking for a way out? Read these 
clues and maybe you’ll find it.”

“Oh, no! Not again!” cried Raylen.
“I’m sorry, but I did not leave New Orleans for this!” yelled Alex. 
Just then, a familiar voice behind us whispered, “Is this some kind of joke, Willow?” We 

were speechless as we slowly turned around to see Mark standing there. He quietly said, 
“Yeah, yeah. I’m here.”

 

Where 

Have all the 

Children Gone 

AGAIN?

By Elizabeth Katz 

I didn’t exactly tell you the truth last 
time. I told you that my friends and I have 
gone back to the cabin every Christmas after 
we discovered my grandmother’s secret. The 
truth is we've only gone back once in the past 
six years. It's just that things have changed 
for all of us. Raylen lives in California full time 
for her job in the fashion industry. Alex moved 
to New Orleans a while ago, and Mark is 
always busy with his new business. As for 
me, I left New York City for my career in 
Boston. The good news is that at least three 
of us are finally going back to my family’s 
cabin in upstate New York! The not-so-good 
news is we'll be going for Easter instead of  
Christmas. Sadly, Mark can’t join us. 



Although I was surprised and even a little annoyed that he had just accused me of 
pulling some kind of joke on everyone, I still ran up and hugged him. It’s weird, but I instantly 
felt like something was definitely off about Mark. He didn’t seem like himself. I ignored this 
feeling and tried to focus on the mysterious clue while the others helped Mark put away his 
luggage. The note finished with this odd question, “You look at me, I look at you. Are we the 
same person? What is the truth?”  

 This only made me more confused, but we all decided to search the cabin together. In 
the last room, we found an envelope taped to a mirror. “Of course.. it's on a mirror,” I thought 
sarcastically to myself. I took the note down. When I opened it, a key fell out. “Yes!” I shouted.

We all ran to the stuck door, but the key didn’t fit. “Seriously?” Raylen mumbled. 
Luckily, I remembered the kitchen cabinet that I’d never ever opened before because it 

had a lock on it. I ran to the kitchen and the others followed. I used the key to open the 
cabinet, only to find another envelope with a new key inside. This note read, “I'm right behind 
you. I've been the whole time. You think I’m your friend. But you aren’t mine.”

“Mark!” we all shouted.
“What is this all about, Mark?” Alex demanded.
“Stop calling me that!” he replied.
All of us looked at each other, confused. Finally, I asked, “What do you mean? Why 

can’t we call you by your name?” 
“Because….I’m not Mark!! It’s me….Matt!” 
“Matt! Mark's twin brother!?” shouted Raylen.
Before he could answer, I said, “I knew it! I knew something was off the minute I hugged 

you!” I said. “But how did you even get in here?” I asked while walking to the front door. I put 
the key in the lock and opened the door to see the first snowflakes start to fall. I silently 
motioned to Raylen and Alex to follow me.

Matt grinned and replied, “Did you even know you have a basement door?”
To this day, I still can’t believe we didn’t know Matt had been living in my grandma’s 

cabin for six years! After I told Raylen and Alex to run, I grabbed my purse and we all jumped 
into my truck. We got back to the city before the storm hit there and then called the police. We 
never heard from Mark or Matt again, but I’m still good friends with Raylen and Alex. They 
both agreed with me when I recently said, “You know what, maybe we can just stay at one of 
your houses the next time we get together.”

The End


