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THANK YOU, 
FATHER TONY!

By Mickael Williams

     On March 17th, there 
was a special mass at 
school for St. Patrick’s 
Day. It was also a 
chance to celebrate the 
anniversary of Father 
Tony’s ordination when 
he first became a priest. 
He has actually been a 
priest for forty-three 
years. It was also a 
great time to thank him 
since  he’ll be leaving 
our parish at the end of 
June after nine amazing 
years! While it is sad 
saying goodbye, we will 
never forget all the 
leadership Father Tony 
has given to everyone in 
our school and church 
community. We wish 
him all the best on his 
next assignment at St. 
Thomas the Apostle. We 
know he’ll do great 
things there too!
   Father John Sureau 
will become the new 
pastor of our parish. He 
is currently at St. John 
the Evangelist. Thank 
you, Father Tony and 
welcome Father John! 

   

By Riley McLeod

    The Civil War began on April 16, 1861 which was two days after Confederate troops attacked 
Fort Sumter in South Carolina. Slavery was the main reason for the war. The president then was 
Abraham Lincoln. His Emancipation Proclamation happened on January 1, 1863. It said that slaves 
in Confederate states, "...are, and henceforward shall be free." 

      The war that divided America ended on April 9,1865 when Confederate General Robert E. Lee 
surrendered to Union General Ulysses S. Grant. Right before then, on February 1, 1865, the 13th 
Amendment officially made slavery against the law. However, there was a town called Galveston 
in Texas that had not heard about the Emancipation Proclamation. So when the war ended, slaves 
in that town kept on being slaves. They eventually learned they were free on June 19, 1865, two 
months after the Civil War had ended! That’s when Union General Gordon Granger arrived in 
Galveston and told them. This date became known as Juneteenth. It became a federal holiday in 
2021 when President Biden signed a bill making June 19th Juneteenth National Independence Day. 
It is also known as Emancipation Day. It is a day to remember when the last slaves in America 
were finally freed!

        I feel it’s important to celebrate Juneteenth because, as an African American child, I think 
society must remember the past. While I know that slavery ended, racism never did. For example, 
African Americans are still getting badly hurt or losing their lives for something they didn’t do 
because they are instantly judged based on their skin color. I’d love for all people to just get along 
and not hate. I know this world will never be perfect, but I hope Juneteenth can remind 
Americans not to judge based on skin color. We each have different pigmentation of our skin, but 
we are all human beings. There should be no place in our society for people saying hateful words 
or doing hateful actions especially in front of kids because that is teaching them to act the same 
way which is very sad. No child is born with racism they are taught this throughout their lifetime. 
Hopefully, Juneteenth reminds us we are all created equal and deserve respect. It’s time to get it 
together and leave all of the hate behind us. Happy Juneteenth!             

  

   



On March 15th, 2020 schools around the country shut down and everyone began remote 
instruction a few days later. People would have to wear masks in stores, banks, libraries, and just 
about every public place to prevent the spread of Covid-19. When schools opened back up a few 
months later, parents had to choose whether to let their children return for in-person instruction or 
remain at home for remote learning. In school, everyone had to social distance, clean desks and 
door knobs, and of course wear masks. In September 2021, everyone came back to school. On 
February 25, 2022 wearing masks finally became optional in New York since many people had 
taken the vaccine. However, some people still wear masks for various reasons.

The purpose of my survey was to see what students in grades six through eight think 
about masks. The survey listed three statements to choose from. The first statement was, “I 
prefer to wear masks in public places like schools.” The second statement was, “I think people 
should only wear masks in places like nursing homes and hospitals.”  The final statement was, “I 
don’t think masks should be worn and I don’t know why others are wearing them.” Check out my 
survey results below as they are very interesting.

MY MASK SURVEY
By Luke Lazo



 The Benefits of Reading
   By Nadia Bey and Melissa Katz

Reading can benefit individuals at many different 
age levels. Typically, infants and toddlers listen to bedtime 
stories before going to sleep. Hopefully, this early 
exposure to books will be the beginning of a lifelong habit 
of reading. 

When children start learning to read on their own, 
usually around first grade, they build vocabulary and 
comprehension skills. As they get older and read more 
complex stories, they learn more about the world around 
them. They may even begin to enjoy reading different 
genres independently. This helps increase self-esteem, 
reduce stress and can even help them do better in school. 
However, reading isn’t just for children. It is for anyone at 
any age. As people get older, reading may improve 
memory skills and reduce the risks of becoming forgetful. 
The most important benefit of reading at all the different 
stages of life is that it decreases stress and builds 
compassion for others. This mainly has to do with the fact 
that readers are able to temporarily escape their own lives 
and can see events from another point of view. 

Reading is important to both of us. I, Melissa, feel 
that a good book can unleash a new world. Books can 
spark and ignite creativity as readers try to relate to new 
ideas and characters. So far, my favorite books are Wish, 
Saving Winslow, and A Good Kind of Trouble. Each one 
included important problems that are eventually solved. 
They all kept me motivated to keep reading until I had 
finished them. I, Nadia, believe that reading is very 
beneficial. It acts as exercise for the brain, and increases 
vocabulary and comprehension. These are all valuable 
and necessary skills for daily life. Books such as How to 
Steal a Dog, Front Desk, and Lucky in Love have all 
strengthened my love for reading.They kept me engaged 
throughout the whole reading experience due to their 
inspiring plots. Every single character also solved their 
problems with great thought and effort, allowing me to 
learn many valuable lessons. 

The chart shows that only 
8% of the students we 

surveyed don’t like reading 
on their own. Meanwhile, 
92% of the students we 
surveyed love to read 

independently!

8%

92%

TITUS’ 
TALENT

By Leilah Perez

From slide to jigsaw, only a few 
puzzles are as timeless as the Rubik’s 
Cube. Originally created by Erno Rubik 
in 1974, the complex and challenging 
toy is popular again. Also known as a 
Rubix Cube, the original design was just 
a 3x3 inch square cube with six 
different colors on each side: blue, 
white, red, green, yellow, and orange. 
After mixing up the colors by randomly 
twisting the sides, players try to return 
all the colors to their original spots. It 
sounds simple, but it is not. However, 
one of our classmates has mastered it!  

Many students at our school have 
started playing with the Rubix Cube, but 
third grader Titus Jeon has really stood 
out for his outstanding skills. He has 
been playing since he was seven years 
old. He started by looking up tutorials 
about how to quickly solve the Rubix 
Cube on YouTube. As of March 2022, his 
fastest solving time is just thirty-two 
seconds! Teachers and friends watch in 
awe as he quickly solves the puzzle. His 
older brother, Timothy, also thinks 
Titus’ skills are admirable. 

I’ve had a few Rubix Cubes 
before, but I’ve never successfully 
solved one. Even with YouTube 
tutorials, it’s not as easy as it seems. 
However, I have a pyramid version of 
the puzzle called a Pyramix. I found that 
it is much easier to solve and my best 
time so far is about ten seconds. 
Considering how complex the classic 
Cube is, I think Titus’ speed is 
incredible, especially because he is only 
nine years old! People with good finger 
dexterity, memory, math skills, and 
pattern recognition should give the 
Rubik’s Cube a try, but in reality anyone 
can play with it! Titus recommends 
online videos for beginners and for 
anybody interested in improving their 
skills.



  BASKETBALL SEASON
By Jaslyn Garcia

After a year and a half, the St. Brigid’s Knights were 
finally back in action! While sixth grade boys can join our 
school’s basketball team, this year’s team only had one sixth 
grader. The rest of the players were seventh and eighth 
graders. The team was led by Coach Hector Marcello, father of 
eighth grader Chris Marcello. At times, he was assisted by 
Coach Schlosser, father of sixth grader Kaj Schlosser. 

The very memorable season began on December 16th. 
Each week, the boys practiced on different days for about two 
to three hours. In all, they played a total of twelve games. They 
were either home games or played at other Catholic schools 
in our area. In my opinion, the Knights played very well this 
season. I would really like for there to be a basketball team for 
girls next year. Hopefully, there will be enough middle 
schoolers who want to play.

SOFTBALL
Have you been looking for a game that can reduce stress while also improving your physical skills? 

Then you should try softball. Softball was invented by a man named George Hancock in Chicago in 1887. 
Hancock invented this activity to provide a game so baseball players could practice their skills during the 
cold winter months. That is why it was originally called Indoor Baseball. Even though softball is available 
to all ages and genders around the globe, it is mainly played by females. Today, it is one of the most popular 
sports played in the United States. In fact, it’s estimated that 40 million Americans have played softball at 
some point in their lives.

Softball is mostly played in the spring. It is a very simple game when it comes to clothing since it 
only requires a helmet, chest protectors, and shinguards. One basic rule of softball is there must be nine 
players per team and there are seven innings. There are three outs per inning. After three strikes at bat, a 
player is considered out. Another rule is that runners must step on all four bases. Most importantly, pitchers 
must throw underhand. To win a game of softball, a player must hit the ball with the bat before the player 
tries to run to all four bases. If a player manages to touch all four bases, they score a point for their team. 
The team with the most points in the end is declared the winner. Basic positions in softball are the pitcher, 
the catcher, the first baseman, the second baseman, the third baseman, shortstop, right fielder, right center 
fielder, left center fielder, and the left fielder.

Softball has many physical and mental benefits. Softball can provide a great workout and reduce 
stress. It can even make kids more resistant to social pressure because they are building confidence in 
themselves. I do not have any experience playing softball, and I am not planning on joining any teams as of 
right now. However, it does seem like a fun sport to play, and I may try it out later in the future.  If anyone is 
currently interested in joining a softball team, look up places in your town that are forming teams. High 
schools also have softball teams. I would recommend this game to anyone who is interested in trying out a 
new sport and getting in some fun exercise during the spring and summer months. 

2021-2022 KNIGHTS 

Roberto Aracena, 7B
James Brown, 8A
Nyrell Camps, 8A

Kazuma Clarke, 6B
Masato Clarke, 8A

Joshua Hall, 8B
Luke Lazo, 7B

Christopher Marcello, 8B
Alexander Morgan, 8A

TJ Paladino, 8B
Daniel Reina, 8A

Skyler Richardson, 8A
Jim Scanlon, 8A

Mickael Williams, 7A
 

By Isabela Catanzaro



Remembering My Family 
and the Holocaust

By Elizabeth Katz

Recently, the war between Ukraine and Russia has brought me back in time. It 
has reminded me of my relatives who were affected by the Holocaust. The  mystery 
about what happened to my father’s great-grandparents left a hole in my family for 
years. Recently, we finally discovered what actually happened to them. 

The Holocaust was a horrific time. According to the National WWII Museum, 
¨The Holocaust was Nazi Germany’s deliberate, organized, state-sponsored 
persecution and machinelike murder of approximately six million European Jews and 
at least five million prisoners of war and other victims.¨ Adolf Hitler was the leader of 
the Nazi party. The Holocaust began when the Nazis came to power in Germany in 
1933 and lasted for twelve terrible years. During that time, it spread to many other 
parts of Europe like Hungary where my family comes from. I first learned a little bit 
about the Holocaust when my third grade teacher, Mrs. Eremattagio, touched on the 
subject. I was very curious, so I went home and asked my mom about it. She didn't 
really tell me much, but I always loved learning about history and I never forgot about 
the Holocaust. 

When I was in sixth grade, I was surprised to learn that members of my father’s 
family were deeply affected by the tragedy. I knew I had to learn more so I asked my 
dad about it. He told me that in 1923 his grandmother Vilma Weisz, my 
great-grandmother, made the brave decision to leave Hungary and move with her 
husband and baby to America. Her husband also dreamed of going to America, even if 
it broke his mother’s heart. When Vilma left Hungary behind, she didn’t know she’d 
never see her parents again. In fact, her parents had decided, back in 1918, to stay in 
Oradea, Hungary. Sadly, Vilma’s parents were later sent to a concentration camp by 
the Nazis during World War II just because they were Jewish. I was able to learn more 
about what happened to them and others in my aunt’s book The Story of Vilma.

Learning about the Holocaust has really affected me. Learning that my family 
was changed forever by that tragic time changed my perspective about things. It really 
has me thinking about how one person can destroy the lives of so many innocent 
people. It has also made me realize that we all have to work together to make sure 
something like that never happens again. Even if your family wasn’t affected by the 
Holocaust, you can still go to museums like The Museum of Jewish Heritage located 
in Battery Plane, New York. Even though the Holocaust was a horrible event, everyone 
should learn about it. 



Feminist Art
By Eden Dopwell

Do you believe in equal rights and pay for all regardless of their gender? Then you might be 
interested in learning more about the Feminist Movement. Feminism is the idea that women should 
have the same rights, privileges, stature, and economic opportunities as men. Feminism and the 
Feminist Movement, specifically, have been active in America since the late 1840s. However, 
women have always fought for what they believe in all over the world, and they continue to do so 
today. Throughout history, there have been many noteworthy feminists. Some familiar names are 
Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Sojourner Truth, Ruth Bader Ginsburg, and Malala Yousafzai. Most of these 
women advocated for other females by speaking, but there are other ways to be a feminist. One way 
is through art. Some significant feminist artists in history are Judy Chicago, Georgia O'Keeffe, Frida 
Kahlo, Miriam Shapiro, Louise Bourgeois, J. Howard Miller, and Mary Beth Edelson. Their work shed 
light on a wide range of issues women face on a daily basis. Art can reach people in ways words 
cannot, so it is critical to express your beliefs through it. In this way, you can relieve stress and 
unwind. Situations can sometimes be too complicated to articulate, so it is better to put your 
feelings and emotions into visual or other forms of art instead.

Georgia O’Keeffe

Judy ChicagoMiriam Shapiro

Mary Beth EdelsonFrida Kahlo



     HERSHEY HEAVEN!
    By Anthony Frodella and Justin Torres

Now that many Covid-19 restrictions have 

been lifted, more families may want to visit 

amusement parks this summer. One favorite place 

for families is Hersheypark in Pennsylvania 

because it’s a really fun experience with rides that 

are fun for all ages. The park is just one of the 

good things about the company. Hershey's is also 

known for the delicious candy it makes. For some 

people, it is their favorite candy company. 

The name of the man who began this 

company is Milton Snavely Hershey. He made his 

first milk chocolate candy bar in the year 1900 

using his very own recipe. Then, he introduced 

Hershey’s Kisses in 1907. Today, they are still one 

of the most famous chocolate treats on the planet. 

In fact, seventy million Kisses are sold each year! 

Reese's Peanut Butter Cups, KitKats, and Almond 

Joys are some of their many other products.

Even if you do not like candy, you can still 

visit Hersheypark. All ages can go to this park and 

enjoy the rides and maybe win prizes like Justin 

did when he was there.  Anthony wants to go so he 

can enjoy the delicious ice cream! Hopefully, you 

can go there this summer too!

The Republic 
of Trinidad and Tobago

By Mia Seaman

     Trinidad and Tobago is not just one of the most 
beautiful places in the Caribbean, it’s one of the 
nicest in the the whole world! When people think of 
this island, they usually think of Carnival, great 
food, and excellent music. When I think of this 
special place, I also think of my family’s rich 
culture! People should learn more about this 
wonderful place.

   Trinidad and Tobago are two islands but 
one nation in the Caribbean Sea. It is 1,841 square 
miles. Why is Trinidad and Tobago so special? First, 
it is a colorful and peaceful place. Everyone that I 
know that has gone there has loved it. It is also 
where my father is from so I am half-Trinidadian.  
Second, it has many unique places to visit like 
walking trails and parks. In fact, it is one of the best 
Caribbean destinations for nature holidays because 
there are over 470 species of birds and over 600 
tropical butterflies. However, the food is my 
favorite thing about Trinidad and Tobag0. I really 
like the traditional curry with white rice.  
    Personally, I have never been to Trinidad and 
Tobago, but I would love to go. I’ve been to many 
other Caribbean islands and beaches where the 
views are just eye-catching because the water is so 
blue and clear. When I get my passport, my family 
and I are planning to visit relatives there. Even 
though some of my family are in the United 
Kingdom, it is very important for me to get to 
Trinidad and Tobago. Everyone should learn about 
this special place, and visit it if they can. What about 
you? Will you visit there one day?



  WHAT IS NEURALINK?
  By Daniel Montalvan

 Imagine waking up one day with the ability to hear sounds you never heard 
before. Imagine playing a video game using only your mind. Sounds like 
science-fiction, right? Well, these things and more could become reality because  
Neurolink Corporation has one main purpose. It wants to build a device that can be 
placed inside brains to connect humans and computers. Elon Musk is the founder 
of this company. His partner’s name is Max Hodak, and they formed Neurolink in 
2016. They publicly announced their company’s goal in 2017.

At first, people may not like the idea of implanting chips in human brains. It 
sounds creepy and even dangerous. However, the founders have done everything 
they can to ensure the safety of potential customers. For example, they have made 
sure that their device’s interfaces cannot be hacked. They did this by making the 
chips able to only transmit codes, not receive them. The Neurolink chip has also 
been tested on animals like monkeys. During tests, they were hooked up to a 
computer. Just by using their minds and thoughts, the monkeys were able to play 
Pong, a simple game we all know. So far, scientists and researchers have reported 
no short or long-term harm in the test subjects. Although Musk has done almost 
everything to prevent hacking, testing continues. That's the reason it is taking so 
long for Neurolink to release anything to the public. 

This technology can be very helpful for many different people. For example, 
people that are paralyzed might be able to access their computers and phones with 
just a simple thought. It might also be able to help people with hearing difficulties 
as well. There has been no specific release date announced, but Musk hopes to 
start testing his chips in humans this year! Public opinion is split about Neuralink. 
Many people on social media don't think they will ever get it because there is no 
guarantee it will be safe. Others are saying they can’t wait to get the implants as 
soon as they are available. In my opinion, I don’t think this product will get many 
sales at first. After a while,  I believe people will realize all the good a device like 
this can do. Then, I think sales will start to rise. However, the price might be a 
problem for some customers because it is estimated a chip could cost almost three 
thousand dollars. As much as I want to get one, I don't have that kind of money 
laying around, but I’d definitely consider it when I do.  How about you?



Da Funk? 
It’s Daft Punk! 
By Anthony Comayagua 

What is Daft Punk you might ask? They were a French electronic music 
duo that was popular during the 1990s. Guy-Manuel de Homem-Christo 
and Thomas Bangalter made some of the best music of that decade. They 
broke up in 2021. Although their songs aren’t played much on the radio 
anymore, Daft Punk still has many loyal fans.  

Daft Punk was around for twenty-eight years from 1993 to 2021. 
During those years they made lots of music including hit songs like  Harder 
Better Faster Stronger, Da Funk, Get Lucky and One More Time. Besides 
their cool electronic sound, they had something else special about them. 
They dressed up as robots when they performed! Guy-Manuel was the 
golden robot and Thomas Bangalter was the silver robot. The reason they 
don’t make music anymore is because they felt like they didn't fit in the 
music world anymore. However, they have collaborated with other 
musicians like Kanye West, The Weekend, Pharrell Williams, and more. 

If you like electronic dance music, then Daft Punk is for you. Check 
them out on YouTube. That’s how I learned about them. If you research 
them, you might learn even more information about Daft Punk.

This is what 
Daft Punk 
looks like

Photo Gallery 



Say hello to BILLIE EILISH 
By Jonathan Joseph

What comes to mind when you think of the ocean? I think of Billie Eilish and her 
song Ocean Eyes. Billie Eilish Pirate Baird O'Connell is an American singer-songwriter and 
performer. She is famous around the world for her unique singing, songs and fashion 
style. The purpose of this article is to inform people about Billie Eilish and to persuade 
them to give her music a try.

Ms. Baird was born in Los Angeles, California on December 18, 2001. As a child, her 
family encouraged her creativity and interest in music. When she was eight years old, 
Billie became a member of the Los Angeles Children's Choir. When she was fourteen, her 
older brother Finneas helped her to write and produce an original song for her dance 
routine called Ocean Eyes. In 2015, they shared the song on SoundCloud. It was so 
popular, Billie Eilish was famous at fifteen! One of her greatest accomplishments was 
winning seven Grammy Awards with her brother in 2021.

After reading this article, you might think I'm just a fan. However, I am not just a 
fan. I’m actually a  stan, which is a fan and a stalker. Well, I’m not really a stalker, but I 
really do love Billie, Finneas and their music. I feel connected to their music. It has shaped 
who I am, who I can be, and who I want to be.  Maybe their music is made for you too. 

And Wave to Finneas
By Jonathan Joseph

What comes to mind when you think of the ocean? You may be asking yourself, 
“Didn’t your last article ask the same question?” Yes, it did, but what if I told you that 
Finneas was the real creative force behind Ocean Eyes, as well as Billie’s musical partner 
and brother? It’s all true. Finneas Baird O'Connell is an American singer-songwriter, 
record producer, and actor. Like his younger sister, his fame began when Ocean Eyes was 
released in 2015. 

Finneas Baird O'Connell was born in  Los Angeles, California on July 30, 1997 to 
Maggie Baird and Patrick O'Connell. He was also homeschooled, and he started writing 
and producing songs at just twelve years old. One of his biggest accomplishments is 
being the lead singer and songwriter of the band The Slightlys and winning many 
Grammys with his sister. I hope Finneas and Billie keep working together and performing 
together at concerts because their music means a lot to me. Maybe their music is made 
for you too. 



By Hannah Diaz Contreras

Did you ever want to do something knowing you could get 
negative feedback? Did that fear stop you from following your 
dream? If you answered no to the second question, then you should 
check out Taylor Swift.  She is a famous singer and talented 
songwriter who pursued her dream no matter what. Today, she is 
one of the biggest musical artists ever!

Taylor Alison Swift was born on December 13, 1989 in 
West Reading, Pennsylvania. She was named after the famous 
singer James Taylor. As a child, she learned to play the guitar, 
banjo and ukulele. Her parents and her brother Austin didn't know 
this would be foreshadowing her future. Her grandmother 
Marjorie probably knew though. She was once an opera singer and 
Taylor adored her. Taylor even wrote a song about her 
grandmother on the album Evermore. Eventually, the family 
relocated to Tennessee when Taylor was a teenager so she had a 
better chance of becoming a country performer. She became 
known to the public when she was only thirteen when her first hit 
song called Tim McGraw was released. 

 Fans love her songs, but they also love her bright and 
caring personality. Through the years, Taylor has had some 
controversies like the 2009 VMAs when she won her first award 
for the best female video. This didn't sit right with Kanye West 
who went on stage with her. He started saying how she didn't 
deserve the award and that it should go to Beyonce. Eventually, 
Taylor Swift forgave him for this. However, he was still out for 
her. Later, this inspired one of her famous albums Reputation 
which came out after she took a long break from music. Some of 
her greatest achievements so far include being named as one of the 
top four female artists of all time and winning twenty-three music 
industry awards. She even got an honorary doctorate degree from 
New York University. 

By now, you can probably tell that I’m a Taylor Swift fan 
or a Swiftie. Whenever I listen to one of her songs, I feel as if I am 
floating in the sky and I can drift away listening to it. You might be 
thinking, “Why should I give Taylor’s music a try?” Well, 
listening to her music doesn’t mean you can’t like other music 
genres too. In fact, Taylor’s music falls into many different genres 
of music. Her music will be around for many years to come, so why 
not go along and enjoy the ride?

Taylor Swift
THEN and NOW

By Joshley Jean Mary

Have you ever heard that fame changes 
people? Did you ever wonder what that 
meant? Check out these pictures to see 

how some celebrities have changed since 
they’ve become famous.  

Kanye West 
2002

Kanye West 
2020

Kylie Jenner 
2010

Kylie Jenner 
2020

Madonna
1978

Madonna
2022



 Aretha Franklin
By Mia Seaman

Aretha Franklin was, and still is, one of the most well known singers in the world. Aretha 
Lousie Franklin was born on March 25, 1942. She grew up with five siblings. Her mother was also a 
singer and her father was very devoted to gospel music. He wanted his wife to perform only that, 
but she didn’t want to so she left the family. Young Aretha started singing gospel songs at church 
when she was only four years old. Parts of her childhood were very sad and challenging, but she 
did not let anything hold her back.

Aretha Franklin's first real hit was Respect in 1967. She made this song because nobody, 
including her first husband, gave her any respect. Some of her other hit songs are Ain’t No Way, 
Chain of Fools, and A Natural Woman. She was one of the first African American women to ever get 
three number one hit songs. She also worked hard for racial justice during the Civil Rights 
Movement of the 1960s. 

Personally, I have been a  big fan of Aretha Franklin and her music ever since I saw the 
movie Respect starring Jennifer Hudson. She overcame so much during her life. She represents 
the power and strength of African American women. Her story makes me realize I can also be as 
AMAZING, POWERFUL, and INSPIRATIONAL as Aretha  Franklin if I put my mind to it!



COUNTRY 
MUSIC 

TODAY

By Ella Sasso

From dirt roads to cowboy boots, country music has been a big part of American 
music history. Legendary stars like Conway Twitty, Merle Haggard, Johnny Cash, Patsy Cline and 
Willie Nelson paved the way for newer artists such as Morgan Wallen and Luke Combs. Country 
music originated in southern and western states such as Alabama, Tennessee, Texas, Arkansas, 

and Georgia. In its early days, songs in this genre focused on topics like relationships and 
heartbreak with classics like Rocky Top by Conway Twitty and Crazy by Patsy Cline. Today, 

however; the genre has evolved into something way more than that. Now, pop performers like 
Lil Nas X, Taylor Swift, and Florida Georgia Line even have country hits. As a result, 

country music has more appeal than ever. 
Morgan Wallen is one of my personal favorite country singers. He was born on May 13, 1993 

in Knoxville, Tennessee. While growing up, Wallen’s dream was to become a professional 
baseball player. Unfortunately, when he played his first game in college, he injured his elbow and 

required surgery. He was unable to return to pitching so he decided to turn to music. In 2014, 
Wallen auditioned for The Voice and chose Usher as his coach. Since then, he’s been releasing 

music and influencing the country genre in a way never seen before. So far,  he’s released more 
than ten singles and three albums like Dangerous: The Double Album which topped Billboard’s 

All-Genre chart in 2021 with more than 4.1 million units sold! This achievement sparked the 
demand for his 2022 Dangerous Tour that began in February. His most popular songs are 

Wasted on You, Sand in My Boots, Flower Shops, and More Than My Hometown. In fact, his 
song  7 Summers was named one of Time magazine’s best songs of 2020. Wallen has also 

produced music with multiple pop artists such as ERNEST, Lil Durk, and Diplo.
In my opinion, Luke Combs is another modern-day country star. He was born on March 2, 

1990 in Charlotte, North Carolina. During college, he decided to follow his musical passion. When 
he was just shy of getting his degree, Combs dropped out so he could perform or gig regularly 

throughout North Carolina. He decided to move to Nashville in 2014 to pursue his dream. 
In February 2014, Combs self-released his first single The Way She Rides. The single Hurricane 

arrived in 2015, and he soon signed a contract with River House/Columbia Nashville. These songs 
and his many others helped the album This One’s For You reach Billboard’s Top 200 chart. In May 

2020, Combs released the song Six Feet Apart as a direct response to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
This track landed at number ten on the Hot Country Songs chart and was included on the deluxe 

version of the What You See is What You Get album. Currently, Luke Combs has over twelve 
singles and four albums.  He has done over 200 concerts all around the world

and has no plans to stop soon. 
Country music is an American tradition that is more popular than ever. Modern performers 

like Morgan Wallen and Luke Combs have influenced the genre by mixing southern pride with 
catchy R&B tunes. Because of this, they have both been able to succeed in a crowded field 

and have changed country music forever. 

“Don't think that much about life, just live it.”   ~Luke Combs

Morgan Wallen Luke Combs



LIN-MANUEL MIRANDA
By Eden Dopwell

Lin-Manuel Miranda wrote the musical with the most Tony 
nominations ever: Hamilton. Even his first musical, In The Heights, was 
successful enough to be turned into a movie in 2021. In addition, songs for 
Disney's Encanto, which has taken the world by storm, were written by 
Miranda. The musical phenomenon was born in 1980 in Washington Heights, 
a part of northern Manhattan. The son of first-generation immigrants 
from Puerto Rico, he is proud of his heritage and upbringing, which is what 
inspired him to make In The Heights. Who knew that this little boy would 
grow up to become one of the most admired musicians of all time?

It seems like Miranda has been surrounded by music his whole life. In 
fact, he first learned to play the piano when he was only six years old and 
started participating in talent shows while in kindergarten. He grew up 
listening to his parents’ favorite Broadway show tunes, as well as all 
different kinds of Latin music.  Even though they couldn't afford to go to 
Broadway shows, his parents still supported his musical interests by buying 
their son as many Broadway albums as possible. He was also influenced by 
his older sister, Luz, who liked hip-hop. Miranda specifically credits her for 
his good taste in music. He also loved watching Disney musicals. 

As he got older, Miranda liked to make home videos and recordings 
of himself acting, singing, or just speaking. The first musical he ever made 
was for a school project, and he got an A! By the time he was in sixth grade, 
he had acted in all of his school plays. He even started to write his own 
plays about being Puerto Rican. As a senior in high school, he directed his 
school’s production of West Side Story. After high school, he went to 
Wesleyan University in Connecticut where his major was Theater Arts. 
While there, Miranda wrote his own songs and plays, including the 
beginning of In the Heights. After graduation, his friends encouraged him 
to keep writing. He also formed a freestyle rap group which is how he got 
back in touch with his high-school crush Vanessa. They ended up dating, 
got married, and now have two children together. 

Lin-Manuel Miranda is best known for his massively successful 
musical Hamilton. Miranda was inspired by the work ethic and drive of one 
of our country’s founding fathers after reading the book Alexander 
Hamilton by Ron Chernow.  It is important to remember that the play was 
never meant to be a historically accurate biography. When Hamilton 
debuted on Broadway on July 13, 2015, it didn’t matter that some facts were 
left out or the personalities of some characters were fictionalized. 
Audiences were amazed by the energetic, captivating and melodious music 
that included a range of genres from hip-hop and rhythm and blues to 



pop, jazz, and ballads! The songs Alexander Hamilton, My Shot, Schuyler 
Sisters, Wait for It, and The Room Where it Happens have become fan 
favorites. Just as impressive was the ethnically diverse cast. Although 
Miranda believes that having a cast with people of color should not 
shocking, it was still a first for Broadway! One memorable laugh-out-loud 
moment was when actor Anthony Ramos shaved his head for an acting job, 
but his character, John Laurens, had long hair. Anthony had to wear a 
wig, but it was one of the cheapest and craziest wigs ever! While the 
audience probably couldn’t tell, the entire cast was cracking up. 
       So far, Hamilton has been all over the US, England, and Puerto Rico. 

Currently, a recording of it can be streamed on Disney Plus. Since his 
Hamilton success, Miranda has kept busy. He wrote music for Moana in 2016 
and was in Mary Poppins Returns in 2018. Recently, he released a movie 
adaptation of In the Heights in 2021 with a mostly new cast. He also wrote 
amazing music for the popular movie Encanto. In fact, his song Dos 
Oruguitas recently won an Oscar! He has also been involved with making 
music for various streaming projects like Netflix’s children’s movie Vivo 
and the movie adaptation of the musical Tick, Tick… Boom!...
       In my opinion, Lin-Manuel Miranda is one of the most dedicated and 

talented writers ever! He puts a lot of research and effort into the 
subjects he writes about which is why everything he produces feels so 
authentic. He has a deep understanding and respect for people’s emotions 
and experiences. I hope he continues to make music. With luck, he will find 
something that interests him enough to make another play. Of course, I am 
excited to see whatever he chooses to do next. As a  friend of mine once 
said, “everything he touches turns to gold!”



FAN RO T ER
By Julianna Massina

Did you know that fashion design originated over 200 years ago? Fashion is 
still important to many people mainly because it allows them to express their 
creativity and personality. Styles have dramatically changed over the years 

because people have experimented with different ideas. 
If you love fashion, you should check the information below which shows the 

most popular trends from the last one hundred years.

1920s ~ Popular apparel included wool sweaters, 
felt hats, bonnets, fedoras, and fur coats.

1930s ~ Puff-sleeve dresses, evening gowns, day dresses, makeup, fur collars, 
corsets and hats with brims that covered one eye were popular for women 

while men usually wore blue, brown or gray suits. 
1940s ~ Women liked to wear flowy blouses with matching skirts, shirtwaist 

dresses, and square-shouldered jackets. Men liked to wear suits with 
suspenders, ties, belts, and pocket watches. 

They topped their look with fedora hats.
1950s ~ Women wore blouses with knee-length skirts. Men usually wore 

button shirts tucked into high-waisted trousers.
1960s ~This decade consisted of brightly colored clothing. A more creative 
and expressive time, women began showing more skin by wearing shorter 

skirts/dresses. Men wore much of the same, but with bolder colors.
1970s~ Tie-dye shirts, ponchos, bell bottom jeans, turtlenecks, chokers, and 

headbands defined the early part of this decade. Later fashion trends 
included polyester jumpsuits for disco dancing.

1980s~High waisted jeans, ripped jeans, leg warmers, shoulder pads
 and bright neon colors were signature looks during the 80s.

1990s ~ Fashion from this decade ranged from colorful animal prints and 
cropped shirts to grunge outfits and Doc Martens boots.

2000s~Cargo pants, off-the-shoulder tops, low-rise denim jeans, Uggs, 
and dresses over jeans were often worn.

2010~Ripped denim jeans, flannels, “British-style dresses”, animal print 
coats, printed shirts, and biker boots were popular.

2020 ~ Who knows what the future holds in terms of fashion, but there’s no 
doubt it will be interesting and fabulous!
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 Pour yourself a cup of coffee at your local small town diner 
because we’re walking down Memory Lane in STARS HOLLOW. 
That’s because the show Gilmore Girls is back twenty-two years 
after first appearing on TV. Although we weren’t around back then, 
the reruns are a HIT now. Fans old and new can enjoy heartfelt 
conversations and early mornings at Luke’s. Also making a 
comeback is Gilmore Girls’ fashion!  In fact, the classic looks nailed 
by the producers back then are trending again. Once again, it’s all 
about slogan tees, low-rise jeans, debutante dresses, mixed print 
tops, argyle sweaters and everything in between. The ideal 
Gilmore outfit would be low-rise jeans, a nice patterned sweater, 
and run-down Converse sneakers. Even more Gilmore-inspired 
looks can be seen on lots of popular social media platforms like 
TikTok, Pinterest, Instagram, and beyond. Whether you are Gen-Z 
or Gen-Y, there is no surprise that the fashion of the iconic show is 
cback in the spotlight. Check out some of these classic Gilmore 
looks…

WHAT’S OLD IS NEW AGAIN
By Jennifer Armand and Gisele Thomas



      SUMMER FASHION
                       By Eliana Lyons

Summer is almost here and everyone 
wants new clothes for the season. Some 
unisex trends that might show up this 
summer are baggy jeans and graphic 
T-shirts. Girls might want to wear crop 
tops, flowy skirts, and short or maxi 
dresses with floral prints. Some of these 
items can be found online or in-store at 
Shein, Hot Topic, Fashion Nova, H&M, and 
Macy’s. 

The best advice for people who like 
to make bold fashion statements is wear 
whatever makes you happy, confident and  
comfortable. Always be true to yourself. 
Like the famous designer Yves St. Laurent 
once said,  “Fashions fade. Style is eternal.” 
If you’re interested, here are some fun 
fashion trends you can try this summer:

            Summer 
    Songs 

Playlist
                By Leilah Perez

For many, summer is the most 
relaxing time of the year. Due to 
COVID-19, many fun summer 
activities were put on hold. Now that 
the pandemic has started to slow 
down, it’s time once again to fire up 
the grills and fill up the water 
balloons. To make summer festivities 
even more fun, here is a playlist of 
ten songs that can get you back into 
the summer swing!

1. Summerboy by Lady Gaga
2. California Gurls by Katy Perry
3. I Gotta Feeling by Black Eyed 

Peas
4. TiK ToK by Ke$ha
5. Eh Eh (Nothing Else I Can Say) 

by Lady Gaga
6. Crazy in Love by Beyonce (Ft. 

Jay-Z)
7. Till the World Ends by Britney 

Spears
8. Hollaback Girl by Gwen Stefani
9. We R Who We R by Ke$ha

10. 1000 Doves by Lady Gaga



Cool Cars
By Gabriella Hernandez

Summer is commonly known for its 
excessively hot weather. This provides us with 
lots of opportunities to go outside and enjoy 
many fascinating destinations. Maybe you 
like going to the beach to enjoy fresh 
summer breezes and refreshing ocean water. 
Maybe you prefer to  watch the sun slowly set 
in the city’s night sky. Either way, these 
places are way more fun if you get there in 
style. Some of the best cars to cruise in this 
summer are the Audi R8, Toyota Supra, 
Dodge Challenger, BMW M3, Mazda RX7, 
Nissan 370z, and Chevrolet Camaro ZL1.

One car mentioned above that many 
people admire is the Audi R8. These 
fascinating and fast two-seater coupes can 
get to a top speed of 205 miles per hour! 
When it was first released in 2006, the price 
could go up to $82,830. Today, the cost for a 
new model can reach as high as $148,700 
depending on upgrades. What makes it so 
popular is the luxurious appearance and the 
striking features. For example, it has an 
extraordinary 5.2 v10 engine and bewitching 
side blades. The Audi R8 has come a long way 
and has evolved greatly over the years. 

Another car with many fans is the 
Chevrolet Camaro ZLI. Exterior features like 
the spoiler appear more angular and 
aggressive than ever. The engine can get up 
to 495 horsepower. In 2023, Chevy will be 
making mid-engine Camaros! Riders can 
enjoy this classic sports car for about 
$60,000 which is a small price to pay to 
cruise around with the top down and your 
best companion in the passenger seat.



FABULOUS FOOD 
for A SUMMER PARTY

By Melissa Tolentino

A barbeque is a great way to celebrate 
summer! Some good places to have barbeques in 
the summer are at a  beach, a park or at home in 
your backyard. Friends, family, and other people 
and pets can all enjoy some good food! The kinds 
of food that are usually served at barbeques are 
hamburgers, hot dogs, and steak. Those are good, 
but wouldn’t it be nice to have some more 
delicious choices? Who wouldn’t love to have 
more delicious food to eat? Here are four of my 
favorite suggestions for a tasty summer party…

1. SOUPE WITH BBQ CHICKEN:  This tasty recipe 
is a family favorite.  If you like things hot, add 
some hot sauce. If you like things mild, try 
squeezing a lemon on top before you eat it. 
2. TACOS: My favorite tacos have meat and 
veggies and are inspired by my family from 
Mexico. 
3. JEYUK BOKKEUM:  This spicy pork recipe comes 
from Korea. Jeyuk means ‘‘pork’’ and bokkeum 
means ‘’to cook food with little or a small amount 
of liquid by stir-frying over heat.” 
4. GOCHUJANG SAEWU GUI: This spicy shrimp 
recipe also comes from Korea. It will definitely add 
some sizzle to your summer party!  

`
`
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 DIRT BIKING
By Roberto Aracena

   Many people get dirt bikes and 
motorcycles confused. The main difference is 
that dirt bikes are specifically designed for 
off-road use while motorcycles aren't usually 
suitable for that. The main purpose of this 
article is to inform people about dirt bike 
safety and dirt bikes in general.
        Necessary equipment for dirt biking are 
a helmet, chest protection, goggles, boots and 
gloves. Many places have different dirt bike 
laws. For example, it is illegal to ride them on 
the streets of Long Island. They can be made 
legal by adding a windshield, headlights, 
mirrors and brake lights.
        Obviously, there are important rules for 
dirt biking. In addition to  protective gear, 
riders should not go too fast without proper 
experience. It's also not the best idea to ride 
alone even if you have a lot of experience. To 
people who are interested in buying a dirt 
bike, I recommend first doing some research 
about this activity. Then, ask a parent what 
they think. 



Percy Jackson: Coming to Your Home Soon
                                                       By Olivia Nunez

Back in 2005, the first Percy Jackson book was published and some critics slammed it as 
just another Harry Potter knock-off. Others suggested it promoted polytheistic religions. 
Fortunately, readers have proven the harsh critiques wrong. In fact, author Rick Riordan has sold 
over 20 million copies of his Percy books worldwide! Recently, some exciting news has been 
announced regarding the books. A show based on the series has been picked up by Disney+! While 
fans are excited, they are also cautious because earlier movie versions of the first two books were 
not faithful to the original plot. The creators of the series, however, have promised fans they won’t 
disappoint them. In fact, each season of the show will be directly based on one of the first five 
books in the original series. While staying true to the books, don’t be surprised if the show 
includes new and exciting details and trends.

To date, the only official casting that has been done is for the main character Percy who will 
be played by Adam Project star Walker Scobell as well as Percy's two best friends Grover and 
Annabeth. Grover will be played by rising star Aryan Simhadri and Annabeth will be played by 
the amazing Leah Jeffries. Personally, I think the actress Lupita Nyong'o would be a great Medusa. 
I also think singer Taylor Swift would be a great Athena. Another suggestion for this series 
includes casting multiple different actresses for the role of Aphrodite because, as it is stated in the 
books, this character’s appearance is different depending on who is looking at her. I also suggest a 
good playlist of songs be included on all episodes because the right music can really set the mood. 
Most of all, I hope that this series stays true to the plots as the author stated. Fans don’t want any 
more disappointments. 

 A specific release date has not been explicitly stated, but fans can expect the show to begin 
streaming by late 2022. Thankfully, Riordan posts frequent updates about the show on his website 
rickriordan.com. They can be found in the sections labeled Mythomagic and News. In the 
meantime, artistic fans might want to create their own interpretations of the characters and share 
them with the author. Fans can't wait for this exciting action packed series to come to screens in 
their homes. Will you be watching?



  

 FUNKO POP
By Aayden Stevens

Have you ever thought about starting a collection or collecting something 
new? If yes, then give Funko Pop a try. Funko Pops are action figures that range in 
height from  four inches to eighteen inches. Each one has a square head and the 
brand includes characters from video games, movies, television shows, and other 
pop culture areas. Mike Becker is the founder of Funko and the one that still runs 
everything about it. He started the company in 1998, but around 2010 Funko 
branched out into making small DC characters. Since then, their products have 
been selling like crazy.  Currently, Funko Pops are very popular since there are 
Pops for everyone to enjoy. For collectors, it's like getting a piece of something 
you really enjoy in the form of a small plastic action figure. 

Funko Pops are a little pricey. Although they don't really have a set cost, 
they usually start around eight dollars and can go up to hundreds of dollars. 
Rarer characters and taller figures known as Deluxe Pops will cost more money. 
Accessories like Pop Rides cost more as well. While it seems a new Pop is released 
every other day, the company has sold thousands of figures in their first ten 
years. It is also estimated that 166 new styles will be introduced and sold by the 
end of this year. They are sold in stores like Walgreens, Walmart, Best Buy, Hot 
Topic, Newbury Comics, GameStop, Target, and Barnes and Noble. They are also 
sold online by Amazon and  The Funko Shop. I first started collecting them in 2018 
when I bought Darth Vader, the first figure available from the Star Wars set. All 
together, I have 160 Funko Pops. Some are four inches, six inches and ten inches 
tall. I also have some  Movie Moments and Pop Rides.  I collect them because they 
are something that I enjoy doing even though I spend a lot of money.

People who enjoy collecting toys and pop culture might like to get some 
Funko Pops too. I’d also recommend them to people who enjoy collecting action 
figures and have extra money to spend. One suggestion would be to start with a 
movie or show that you like and collect the entire Pop set. Also, have a place to 
stack or display them. Finally, never ever take them out of the box because 
unopened Funko Pops have more value.
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Characters:

Spiderman Black Widow Iron Man Captain America

MCU Wants 👉!
By Marina Montjoy and Samantha Wiegand

Although it was a group effort creating the Marvel Universe, Martin Goodman 
and Stan Lee were responsible for starting Marvel Comics back in 1939. 

Over time, Marvel’s popularity has only grown! As a result, the company made 
almost five billion dollars in movie ticket sales alone last year! Clearly, people love 

connecting with the unique characters of the Marvel Universe. Have you ever 
wondered which Marvel character is most like you? If you’re curious, then read on… 

Points 
for each
 answer

Question 1 Question 2 Question 3 Question 4 Your 
Total 

Points

Choose the 
best response: 

Choose the word 
most of your 

friends would use 
to describe you:

Choose your 
favorite Marvel 

TV show:

Choose your 
favorite way to 

spend a day off:

Choose the 
word that best 
describes what 
motivates you:

3 points Caring Hawkeye Playing games 
with family

Friends and 
family

5 points Courageous Loki Nothing, I 
never get a 

day off

Revenge

10 points Smart Wanda 
Vision

Making 
projects or 

reading

Power

15 points Loyal The Falcon 
and the Winter 

Soldier

Workout Goals



8A Graduation Quotes

“My best memory of school is 
learning all fifty states in 

alphabetical order in first grade 
and getting donuts afterwards.”

~ Joanne

“My future goal is to be 
successful and 

travel the world.”
-Skyler

“My best memory of
 St.Brigid’s is doing the 

fourth grade 
simple machines project.”

-Kenneth

“My earliest school 
memory is walking into my 

first Pre-K class.”
-Daniel

“My prayer buddy is Jake in 
kindergarten, and I want him to 
remember to always be kind to 

everyone because it pays off in the end.”
-Maggie

“My favorite 
memory is 

meeting my best 
friend, Maggie!”

-Nicole

“My best memory is 
the game show 
during Catholic 
Schools Week.”

-Alex

“My future dream 
is to become a 
cardiothoracic 

surgeon and win 
an award for 

curing a deadly 
heart condition.”

-Alba
“In the future, 
I would like to 

become a 
photographer 
for National 
Geographic.”

-Masato

“My dream is to 
make the most of 

my time here 
before I 

graduate.” 
-Nyrell

“My best memory is 
having mask break last 
year because we had at 
least forty minutes to play 
football or anything else.”

-James

“My favorite 
memory is going 

to Boston 
with the bois.”

-Moksh

Designed by : Angelyca Plaza

“My favorite memory is 

of Ms. Brady saying, ‘Let's 

go make a memory!’ before 

we did something special.”

-Jim

“My favorite memory is 
being able to go and see my 

classmates outside of 
school. We’ve all made so 
many memories together!”

-Francesca

“I dream of being 
a professional football 
player when I grow up 

and having a successful 
career.”
-Jhoel

“I dream of becoming a very 
successful singer, songwriter, 
and Broadway performer.”

-Brianna



8B Graduation Quotes
“My best memory 
from school is the 

water balloon 
fight we had in 
seventh grade.”

-Caitlyn

“One of my favorite 
memories was 

helping Mrs. 
Hartel-Goodman 

reach out the window 
during STEM..”

-Joshua

“My earliest school 
memory is from my 

first day of sixth 
grade. I didn’t know 
where to go and had 

to ask a teacher.”
-Christina

“My kindergarten 
prayer buddies are 
Zoe and Pari. I really 
loved spending time 

with them, and I hope 
to see you both after I 
graduate. I’ll miss you!”

-Victoria

“My earliest 
memory of 

STBOLH is when 
Ms. Brady let us 

bring teddy 
bears to class 
and I brought 

Mickey Mouse.”
-Kimora

“My hope 
for the 

future is to 
become 

better at 
math.”

-Lisette

“My prayer buddy 
was Gabriel. I wish 
him great year in 

first grade when I’m 
in high school.”

-Jeffrey

“My hope for the future is to 
continue being a successful 

student and get my dream job.”
-Vanessa

“My best memory 
is meeting new 

friends when 
I was the new kid.”

-Erric

“My favorite school 
memory is when 

we went to Boston, 
and complained 

about walking the 
whole time.”
-Genesis

“My earliest 
STBOLH memory is when 
my parents were signing 

me up for Pre-K as I 
played with toys 

on the floor.”
-Madison

“My best 
memory 

would be the 
entire  

basketball 
season.”

-TJ

“My earliest memory is when 
one of my classmates got their 

gum taken away in Pre-K.”
-Isabella

“My dream is to be 
an actress and 

star in a 
TV show or movie.”

-Nia

“A good 
memory is going 

into seventh  
grade after being 

remote for 
months.”

-Chris
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“My dream 
is to be an 

actor.”
-Alan

One dream I have for the 
future is to live with friends”

-Leilani

“My best 
memory 

is 
playing 

the 
piano in 

first 
grade.” 
-Casmir


